
HLC Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 Progressive Areas of Learning 

Literacy 
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around 
them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. 
Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech before writing). 

Nursery Reception 
Comprehension 
At the end of Nursery, an HLC child will: 
- Retell and represent elements of stories during 
Learning Through Play which have been read to them. 
- Recall interesting or repeated vocabulary from books 
which have been read to them and use these words in 
their play. 
- Anticipate and join in with repeated words and 
refrains when they are being read to. 
- Make predictions, although these may not be based on 
existing knowledge or previous events within the text. 
- Talk about their favourite characters and recall texts 
which they have enjoyed listening to. 
- Tell stories, based on personal experiences or stories 
which have been read to them, to demonstrate an 
understanding of narrative and structure. 
- Make simple inferences based on illustrations and the 
front cover. 

Word Reading 
At the end of Nursery, an HLC child will: 
- Demonstrate an understanding of when pairs of 
words rhyme with one another. 
- Recognise their own name and its initial sound. 
- Clap or tap the syllables which make up significant 
words and newly introduced vocabulary. 
- Group words with matching initial sounds. 
- Use images alongside words to help in decoding their 
meaning. 
- Know that English print is read from left to right and 
top to bottom. 
- Turn individual pages with care and know when to 
do this. 

Writing 
At the end of Nursery, an HLC child will: 
- Write their own name with each letter being 
correctly formed. 
- Know that their name begins with a capital letter 
and will form this letter correctly when writing. 
- Make marks when Learning Through Play and give 
meaning to these marks. 
- Talk about the marks they make with both teachers 
and their peers. 
- Make marks for a wide variety of purposes, from 
storytelling, expressing feelings, creating gifts, reliving 
experiences etc. 
- Use a range of media when making marks, including 
using digital technology. 

Comprehension 
At the end of Reception, an HLC child will: 
- Use props and vocabulary drawn from the text to retell 
a wide range of stories. 
- Combine their own words and direct quotes from the 
text when retelling a story or narrative or creating a 
helicopter story.  
- Make predictions based on their understanding of the 
text and the world around them. 
- Use vocabulary acquired when reading during their 
Learning Through Play. 
- Take part in and contribute towards whole class and 
small group discussions about a wide range of texts and 
text types. 
- Understand the meaning of the words which make up 
HLC Primary’s school values and discuss how they can 
embody them. 
 

Word Reading 
At the end of Reception, an HLC child will: 
- Know when words rhyme and be able to continue a 
rhyming string.  
- Recognise the written names of their peers and family 
members. 
- Read taught common exception words and have an 
understanding as to what makes them ‘tricky’. 
- Know the letter names and each corresponding sound 
for all letters of the alphabet. 
- Apply their phonics skills when reading labels, signs  
- Blend the sounds they have been taught to read 
words. 
- Can spot taught digraphs in words before reading.  
- Use blending skills to read a group of words and 
decode this as a sentence. 
- Read and recognise the words which make up HLC 
Primary’s school values. 

Writing 
At the end of Reception, an HLC child will: 
- Write each letter of the alphabet with the correct 
formation. 
- Sound out words and identify corresponding 
graphemes for each sound to write phonetically 
decodable words. 
- Consistently use writing as part of their Learning 
Through Play, particularly during role play. 
- Compose a simple sentence by rehearsing it orally 
and then writing each word using sounding out and 
their knowledge of graphemes. 
- Use correctly formed capital letters and at the start of 
their own, name other familiar names and sentences. 
- Always use a full stop at the end of a sentence and 
finger spaces between words in those sentences. 
- Write a postcard to their future self which talks about 
their time in Reception at HLC Primary.  
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- Explore props and costumes 
from familiar stories. 
- Repeat words, actions and 
sounds made by the teacher. 
- Listen to teacher models of 
narratives when talking 
about their play. 
- Introduce themselves by 
saying their own name. 
- Make marks using sand, 
water and mud. 

- Notice when words and 
refrains are repeated. 
- Study illustrations as a 
class and talk about them. 
- Listen to and join in with 
nursery rhymes. 
- Clap along to songs and 
nursery rhymes. 
- Recognise images of 
animals and everyday 
objects. 
- Flick through books, 
watching pages turn. 
- Make marks which they 
represent as their name. 

- Use dolls which directly 
represent characters from 
familiar stories. 
- Repeat words and refrains 
when prompted by a teacher. 
– Talk about their play, 
showing signs of narrative. 
- Say their name and the 
names of their friends. 
- Observe teachers reading a 
range of texts, including lift-
the-flap books. 
- Observe teachers making 
marks during play and 
talking about these marks. 

- Listen to, and begin to join 
in with, repeated refrains. 
- Identify familiar characters 
and settings in illustrations. 
- Listen to a selection of 
rhyming stories. 
- Listen to and begin to join 
in with teachers modelling 
the clapping of syllables. 
- Assign words to images 
presented to them. 
- Turn pages, although more 
than one may be turned. 
- Practise name writing over 
a stencil. 

- Use peg dolls and assign 
roles to them from familiar 
stories. 
- Notice repeated words and 
refrains in shared stories. 
- Discuss their experiences in 
school with teachers. 
- Recognise the capital letter 
at the start of their name. 
- Fold page carefully when 
reading lift-the-flap books. 
- Use mark making alongside 
a teacher during play. 

- Join in with memorable and 
repeated vocabulary. 
- Spot repeating narratives in 
stories and rhymes. 
- Describe what they can see 
in illustrations. 
- Recall rhymes from revisited 
stories and nursery rhymes. 
- Join in with teachers when 
clapping syllables for words 
from the stories they read. 
- Create images for words 
which are read to them. 
- Turn pages by sliding an 
individual page. 
- Form their name’s capital 
letter. 

- Retell familiar stories in 
their own words. 
- Join in with refrains when 
they are being read to. 
- Talk about their experiences 
out of school to their teacher. 
- Recognise their own name. 
- Identify words with 
matching initial sounds when 
they hear them. 
- Study teachers as they read 
and in what order they do so. 
- Make marks during different 
types of play and begin to 
talk about these marks. 

- Repeat memorable refrains 
during their play. 
- Talk, as a class, about what 
they think will happen next. 
- Talk about images, 
including the front cover. 
- Identifying the rhyming 
word from a selection. 
- Clap the syllables in their 
names and the names of 
their teachers. 
- Use images to create simple 
sentences verbally. 
- Turn pages using a pincer 
grip. 
- Write their name with most 
letters formed correctly. 

- Retell, and represent 
elements of, known stories. 
- Anticipate and join in with 
repeated words and refrains. 
- Tell stories based on own 
experiences to demonstrate an 
understanding of narrative. 
- Recognise their own name 
and its initial sound. 
- Group words with matching 
initial sounds. 
- Know that English print is 
read from left to right and 
top to bottom. 
- Make marks during play 
and assign meaning to these 
marks through talk. 

- Use memorable vocabulary 
from known texts in their play. 
- Make predictions without 
providing justification. 
- Make simple inferences based on 
illustrations and the front cover. 
- Understand when pairs of 
words rhyme with one another. 
- Clap or tap the syllables in key 
and newly-introduced 
vocabulary. 
- Use images to help decode the 
meaning of written words. 
- Turn pages with care. 
- Write their own name with 
each letter correctly formed. 
- Make marks for a wide variety 
of purposes. 
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- Use props, provided by the teacher, to support 
retells of familiar stories. 
- Make predictions based on clues provided by the 
teacher. 
- Recognise key words around the classroom (toilet, 
sink, window, table, chair etc.). 
- Sing the alphabet song and know that each of these 
letter names has a corresponding sound. 
- Practise sounding out and blending CVC words as 
part of phonics lessons. 
- Understand that taught sounds will have a 
corresponding grapheme of one or more letters. 
- Use writing during play when explicit opportunities 
are provided (lists, orders, instructions etc.).  

- Use their own vocabulary when retelling or 
developing helicopter stories. 
- Remember the 5 words which make up HLC’s school 
values and talk about them as a class. 
- Identify when a pair of words rhyme and then add 
a third word which also rhymes. 
- Know that tricky words cannot be sounded out 
phonetically. 
- Know what digraphs and trigraphs are and begin to 
learn a selection and the letter names involved. 
- Blend sounds to read 4- and 5-letter words. 
- Know the HLC letter formation mnemonics for each 
letter of the alphabet. 
- When writing multiple words, use a finger space 
between them. With a manipulative for support if 
needed. 

- When retelling stories, refer directly to vocabulary 
drawn from the original text. 
- Make predictions based on what has been read so 
far, including the front cover and blurb.2 
- Recognise the names of their teachers and other 
significant adults in school. 
- Know each sound for all 26 letters of the alphabet. 
- Sound out and attempt to blend key and newly-
introduced vocabulary around the classroom. 
- For taught sounds, including digraphs and 
trigraphs, know the corresponding graphemes. 
- Use writing spontaneously during their play, for 
example, labelling a model they have created. 
- End sentences with a full stop. 

- Use direct quotations from known stories when 
developing a helicopter story. 
- Know the meaning of the words which make up 
HLC’s school values. 
- Predict the final word in a sentence knowing that it 
will complete a rhyming pair. 
- Use phonics knowledge to identify the ‘tricky’ part 
of words. 
- Knows to search for and spot digraphs and 
trigraphs within words before sounding out and 
blending. 
- Blend sounds, including digraphs and trigraphs, to 
read words. 
- Write each letter of the alphabet, mostly using the 
correct formation. 
- Know that sentences, as well as names start with a 
capital letter. 

- Use props and vocabulary drawn from the text 
when retelling a wide range of stories. 
- Make predictions based on their understanding of 
the text and the world around them. 
- Recognise the written names of their peers, family 
members and the words which make up HLC’s values. 
- Know the letter names and each corresponding 
sound for all letters of the alphabet. 
- Apply phonics skills when reading labels and signs 
around the school. 
- Sound out words and identify corresponding 
graphemes for each sound to write decodable words. 
- Consistently use writing as part of their Learning 
Through Play, particularly during role play. 
- Write sentences with capital letters, finger spaces 
and full stops. 

- Combine their own words and those from known 
texts when retelling or creating a helicopter story. 
- Understand HLC’s school values and discuss how 
they can embody them. 
- Recognise words which rhyme and continue 
rhyming strings. 
- Read all taught common exception words and have 
an understanding as to what makes them ‘tricky’. 
- Use blending skills to read a group of words and 
decode this as a sentence.  
- Write each letter of the alphabet with the correct 
formation. 
- Write a postcard to their future self which talks 
about their time in Reception at HLC Primary. 

 

Literacy 
Early Learning Goals 

Comprehension Word Reading Writing 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 
- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories. 
- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words. 

Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 
- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

 


