
HLC Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 Progressive Areas of Learning 

Understanding the World: Past and Present 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important 
members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this 
extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

Nursery Reception 
Past and Present 
By the end of Nursery, an HLC child will: 
- Recognise that the days of the week and our daily routines are in an order, and they repeat. 
- Use the correct tense when speaking about past, present and future events. 
- Know that they used to be a baby and the changes which have taken place since they were one. 
- Know that plants, people and other animals grow and change as time passes. 
- Know that we celebrate special events like birthdays and religious festivals. 
- Talk about what they have done, are doing and will do in the immediate past, present and future. 
- Identify changes in themselves over short periods of time (e.g. after playing in the water tray). 
- Know the names of important individuals in our school. 

Past and Present 
By the end of Reception, an HLC child will: 
- Know that time passes in sequential order and the repeating patterns of days and months. 
- Understand and use key words and vocabulary associated with the passing of time. 
- Recognise how the passage of time has changed them and the people around them. 
- Recognise how the world around us changes as time passes. 
- Know that events and celebrations take place at specific points of the year. 
- Talk about the past and present events in their own life. 
- Know and talk about how they have changed during their time in Reception. 
- Know the name of the current Monarch and Prime Minister. 
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Traditional Tales 
Growing, Growing, 

Growing! Bugs, Bugs, Everywhere Splish, Splash, Splosh Getting to Know You Use Your Imagination Traditional Tales 
Growing, Growing, 

Growing! Bugs, Bugs, Everywhere Splish, Splash, Splosh 

- Takes part in ‘Daily News’ 
to discuss days and dates. 
- Talks about changes they 
can spot when growing 
plants in school. 
- Knows the names of and 
recognises Nursery teaching 
staff. 

- Talks about the play they 
have completed with their 
peers.  
- Studies pictures of 
themselves from the past.  
- Look at images of 
celebrations and begin to talk 
about these. 

- Knows what day it is. 
- Studies images of animals 
and plants over time and 
spots changes. 
- Knows that we celebrate 
birthdays and how we do 
this.  

- Talks about what they have 
done previously, knowing this 
has already happened. 
- Knows that they used to be 
a baby. 

- Knows the 5 days of our 
school week. 
- Identifies changes in 
humans over time using 
examples in their own lives. 
- Talk about special events, 
other than birthdays, they 
have attended or celebrated. 

- Talks to their teacher about 
events in the recent past.  
- Talks with a teacher about 
the changes they can see in 
themselves over time. 
- Talk about what play they 
want to complete next. 

- Can name the 7 days of the 
week in order. 
- Uses examples in school to 
identify changes in plants 
and animals. 
- Can name religious festivals 
celebrated, over more than 
one religion. 
- Know the name of and 
recognise the school’s 
Headteacher. 

- Knows the difference 
between events which have, 
and which have yet occurred. 
- Spots changes in the 
natural world over time. 
- Talk about their play, 
attempting to use the past 
and future tense. 

- Knows the days of the week 
and which days make up the 
weekend. 
- Knows that plants and 
animals grow and change 
over time and can describe 
these changes. 
- Knows that special events 
are celebrated by different 
people. 

- Consciously attempts to talk in 
the correct tense when speaking 
about events in their life. 
- Identifies the changes which 
have taken place since they were 
one. 
- Talk about what they have 
done, are doing and will do in 
the immediate past, present and 
future. 
- Identifies changes in themselves 
over short periods of time. 
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Only One You In my imagination… Winter Wonderland Spring has Sprung Protectors of the Earth When I grow up! 

- Knows the date of their birthday and this does not 
change. 
- Study images from the past and present to identify 
changes to the natural world over time. 
- Knows when, how and why different religious 
festivals are celebrated during the year. 
- Knows the names of and recognises members of the 
school’s pastoral team. 

- When talking about the past and future, uses 
‘yesterday’ and ‘tomorrow’ mostly accurately. 
- Identifies changes over time to objects in the world 
around them (ice, plants, food etc.). 
- Talk with teachers about personal events which 
they consider to be significant  

- Understands that time passes in sequential order 
and there are repeating patterns in our lives. 
- Look at the natural world in our immediate 
environment and talk about changes over time. 
- Talk about events and celebrations, included 
religious, which they observe and how. 
- Knows the names of and recognises members of the 
school’s safeguarding team. 

- Uses the names of days and months when talking 
about the past or significant events. 
- Understand that some changes cannot be reversed 
as time passes. 
- Add specific details when recounting experiences to 
peers and teachers. 

- Knows the repeating patterns of days and months. 
- Recognise how the world has changed over periods 
of time. 
- Describes multiple events and celebrations, 
including religious, which take place during the year. 
- Know the name of the current Monarch and Prime 
Minister. 

- Uses ‘last...’ and ‘next…’ in relation to week’s 
months and years to talk about the past and future. 
- Recognise how the passage of time has changed 
them and the people around them. 
- Talk confidently, and in increasing detail, about the 
past and present events in their own life. 
- Know and talk about how they have changed 
during their time in Reception. 

 

Understanding the World 
Early Learning Goals 

Past and Present People, Culture and Communities The Natural World 
Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 
- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling. 

Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. 
- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in 
this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

Children at the expected level of development will: 
- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals 
and plants. 
- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, 
including the seasons and changing states of matter. 

 


