
HLC Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
 Progressive Areas of Learning 

Expressive Arts and Design 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what 
children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, 
respond to and observe. 

Nursery Reception 
Creating with Materials 
By the end of Nursery, an HLC child will: 
- Name and mix primary colours to create secondary colours to an appropriate 
consistency.  
- Use thick and thin brushes to add detail to a creation.  
- Print with small blocks, small sponges, fruit, shapes, and other resources. 
- Draws faces with features and draws with purpose and can explain their drawings.  
- Draws from observations and memory.  
- Experience an array of materials and experiment with different tools when 
sculpting. 
 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
By the end of Nursery, an HLC child will: 
- Sing routine songs, nursery rhymes and seasonal songs as part of a whole class 
activity.  
- Explore musical instruments and experiment with the sounds they make and 
singing known songs whilst playing them.  
- Imitate a rhythmic pattern modelled by a teacher.  
- Express how music makes them feel through dance.  
- Re-enact a familiar tale, with planned actions and movements. 
- Dress up and role-play as different animals, characters and people in our families 
and community. 
- Share their opinions on the books they read, the music they hear and the 
experiences they encounter. 
- Use their imagination to assign roles to loose-part materials as part of their 
Learning Through Play.  

Creating with Materials 
By the end of Reception, an HLC child will: 
- Know the primary colours and the combinations required to produce secondary 
colours.  
- Colour match to a specific colour and shade. 
- Add white or black paint to alter tint or shade.  
- Hold a paintbrush (or chosen tool) using a tripod grip. 
- Print a meaningful pattern which contains a range of stamping tools and colours. 
- Begin to draw self-portraits, landscapes, and buildings/cityscapes. 
 - Independently select additional tools (stamps, rollers etc) to improve their painting. 
- Sculpt using a vast array of tools and materials. 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
By the end of Reception, an HLC child will: 
- Sing as part of a chorus, to an audience. 
-Perform in the Reception production, including Christmas.  
- Compose music, using a variety of instruments, which explore tempo, pitch, 
dynamics and timbre. 
- Create their own rhythmic patterns using body percussion and percussive 
instruments.  
- Interpret music through a planned, sequenced dance routine. 
- Create their own characters and personas to immerse themselves in during Learning 
Through Play. 
- Critique the expressive work of their peers using appropriate vocabulary. 
- Use their imagination to turn the everyday into the extraordinary.  
- Create short stories/helicopter stories and confidently perform them to their peers. 
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Traditional Tales Growing, Growing, 
Growing! Bugs, Bugs, Everywhere Splish, Splash, Splosh Getting to Know You Use Your Imagination Traditional Tales Growing, Growing, 

Growing! Bugs, Bugs, Everywhere Splish, Splash, Splosh 

-Use pre-made paints (the 
three primary colours)  
-Enjoys using hands, feet, 
and fingers to paint.  
-Print with hands, fingers 
and feet.  
-Makes marks. Draws circles 
and lines. 
-Explore different materials 
freely how they chose, Eg. 
playdough, junk modelling.  
-Listen with increased 
attention to different sounds. 
-Begin to watch performances 
for short periods of time. 
  

 
 

-Use pre-made paints and are 
able to name the three 
primary colours.   
-Use hands, feet, fingers to 
paint, exploring the different 
ways they make marks. 
-Load a given object with 
paint and print it.  
-Explore a range of musical 
instruments. 
-Plays with familiar 
resources, eg. Doctors kit.  

-Name primary colours and 
identifies them within the 
environment. 
-Begin to use different 
mediums to paint, eg. 
paintbrushes, forks, sponges, 
cotton wool.  
-Print with large blocks and 
larger sponges.  
-Children are able to draw 
things that they observe. 
-Explore how to join different 
materials, eg glue, cello tape.  
-Listen to different music and 
respond with simple 
comments ‘I like it’ ‘it is 
loud’. 
-Sing and clap along to 
simple familiar songs.  

-Begin to mix primary 
colours and explore the 
different colours they make.  
-Explore different tools and 
textures when sculpting. Eg 
rolling, pulling, printing, 
cutting, poking.  
-Choose a colour for a 
particular purpose.  
-Begin to use collage to 
explore texture, colour and 
patterns.  
-Respond to music by 
jumping, running, swaying. 
-Explore dressing up outfits 
and name them.  
-Use realistic toys when 
Learning Through Play.   

-Can hold a paint brush in 
the palm of their hand.  
-Use large blocks or sponges 
to print, using different 
colours. 
-Draws faces with features 
and draws enclosed spaces, 
giving meaning. 
-Uses various construction 
materials to build structures, 
e.g. joining pieces, stacking 
vertically and horizontally, 
balancing.  
-Listen to songs being sung 
by a teacher or peers.  
-Hums and makes sounds 
when listening to songs. 
-Experiment with a variety of 
musical instruments when 
Learning Through Play.  
-Start to re-enact familiar 
stories.  

-Can hold a paint brush in 
the palm of their hand, with 
some control.  
-Use sculpture to support 
making enclosures and 
creating spaces.  
-Create a collage of an object 
or person.  
-Join in whole class singing 
activities and sing repeated 
refrains.  
-Assign roles to loose-part 
materials as part of their 
Learning through Play.  
 

-Mix colours to form an 
appropriate consistency.  
-Begin to print with a range 
of large objects eg. Potatoes, 
sponges, 3D shapes.  
-Uses tools for a purpose, eg 
playdough tools to make 
patterns and shapes, or cello 
tape to join junk modelling 
materials. 
-Copy an adult when shown 
simple beat.  
-Dress up and role-play as 
different characters and 
people in our community. 
 

-Can choose a thick or thin 
paint brush to help them 
paint. 
-Children are able to draw 
simple things from memory, 
eg. Their house, a flower, an 
animal.  
-Sing in a group, trying to 
keep in time with the music.  
-Use different instruments to 
make different sounds, e.g 
loud noises, quiet noises. 
-Explore a range of musical 
instruments, singing known 
songs whilst playing them.  
 

-Able to mix primary colours 
to make secondary colours 
and name them. 
-Can use thick brushes to add 
some detail. 
-Draws potato people (no 
neck or body). 
-Express how music makes 
them feel through dance and 
movement.  
-Re-enact a familiar tale, 
with planned actions and 
movements. 
 

-Use thick and thin brushes to 
add detail to a creation.  
-Print with small blocks, small 
sponges, fruit, shapes, and other 
resources. 
-Draws faces with features and 
draws with purpose and can 
explain their drawings. 
-Experience an array of materials 
and experiment with different 
tools when sculpting. 
-Sing routine songs, nursery 
rhymes and seasonal songs as 
part of a class. 
-Explore music and can follow a 
modelled rhythmic pattern. 
-Share their opinions on the 
books they read, the music they 
hear and the experiences they 
encounter. 
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Only One You In my imagination… Winter Wonderland Spring has Sprung Protectors of the Earth When I grow up! 

-Explore colour mixing through a variety of mediums 
eg. Powder paint, water colour, puddle painting.  
-Hold a paintbrush or chunky mark making tool with 
the child’s chosen grip.  
-Begins to print with purpose.  
-Draws things that they observe eg. A flower. 
-Shape and model different sculptures, eg. Playdough, 
clay, junk modelling.  
-Sing a wide range of songs to themselves, often 
creating their own songs and words.  
-Move and dance to music in different ways, e.g. 
skipping, swaying, jumping, rolling into dance 
movements.  
-Use their imagination to turn the everyday into the 
extraordinary, e.g. turning a box into a farmyard.  
 

-Develop tripod grip by experiencing fine motor 
strengthening activities.  
-Hold a paintbrush with increasing control.  
-Experiment with different textures of stamps and 
materials to print on.  
-Prints a repeated pattern which could alternate in 
shape, size, or colour. 
-Draws objects and events from memory eg. Weekend 
news or a recount of an event. 
-Explore a different range of 3D work; clay, dough, 
boxes, wire, paper sculpture, mod roc.  
-Know a wide range of songs including nursery 
rhymes, rules and routine songs. 
-Perform in the Reception Christmas Production and 
sing as part of a chorus, to an audience. 
 
 

-Experiment how adding black and white can deepen 
and lighten a colour.  
-Printing objects to make a pattern or picture. Draws 
bodies of an appropriate size for what they are 
drawing. 
-Can explain a drawing and use their knowledge of 
shape to influence the structure of the artwork. 
-Explore a wide range of mark making materials and 
tools.  
-Work as a group with the support of a teacher to 
create a 3D model or structure. 
-Sing in a group, matching pitch and following 
melody with their peers.  
-Choose instruments/sounds for their own 
imaginative purposes, e.g., a shaker to represent rain. 
a drum to represent a dinosaur.  
-Immerse themselves in creating different characters 
and personas when Learning Through Play. 

-Colour match to a specific colour and shade.  
-Hold a paintbrush (or chosen tool) using a tripod 
grip.  
-Create patterns or meaningful pictures when 
printing. 
-Draws with more precision and creates an image 
which is identifiable. 
-Chose a mark making tool with a purpose in mind 
and create the planned image. 
-Imagine and plan a 3D sculpture to make.  
-Sing by themselves, matching pitch and following 
melody. 
-Listen to a song and create their own dance 
movements.   
 

-Select/mix specific colours and medium to paint 
with. 
-Understands how colours can relate to feelings, 
temperature and setting. 
-Paints a picture with purpose and control.  
-Can improve their painting by editing colours at 
adding additional detail.  
-Print on top of previous work to explore different 
printing tools and colours.  
-Creates a pattern with smaller, more intricate 
stamps and materials. 
-Draws in response to their feelings. 
-Interpret music through a planned, sequenced dance 
routine as part of a group. 
-Use instruments to add interest when telling a story.  
-Create a short helicopter story and perform it to 
their peers. 
 

-Know the primary colours and the combinations 
required to produce desired secondary colours. 
-Hold a paintbrush or chosen mark making tool with 
a tripod grip and use with control and precision. 
-Print a meaningful pattern which contains a range 
of stamping tools and colours. 
-Independently select additional tools (stamps, rollers 
etc) to improve their painting. 
-Draws with detail (bodies with sausage limbs and 
additional features.)  
-Draws self-portraits, landscapes, and 
buildings/cityscapes. 
-Sculpt using a vast array of tools and materials. 
-Compose music, using a variety of instruments, 
which explore tempo, pitch, dynamics and timbre. 
-Critique the expressive work of others using 
appropriate vocabulary. 
 

 

Expressive Arts and Design  
Early Learning Goals 

Creating with Materials Being Imaginative and Expressive 

- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher. 
- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
- Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

 


