
 
   

 

 

Year 6 -  
Under the Green Canopy 

Class Novel: The Explorer: Katherine Rundell 

Religious Education:  
Enquiry Question:  

How significant is it that Mary was Jesus’ 
mother? 

We are learning to analyse the Christian belief in 
the Virgin Birth and to assess the significance of 
this to Christians.  

Science:  Evolution and inheritance  
Lesson 1: To know what is meant by the term evolution and that fossils provide information 
about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago 

Lesson 2: To recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally off-
spring vary and are not identical to their parents. 

Lesson 3: To identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different 
ways. 

Lesson 4: To understand that adaptation of plants and animals to suit their environment may 
lead to evolution. 

Lesson 5: To find out about how the work of scientists has helped develop our understanding of 
the process of evolution. 

Lesson 6: To further investigate the work of Charles Darwin (STEM Megalab https://
www.stem.org.uk/resources/community/collection/12648/year-6-evolution-and-inheritance) 

Lesson 7: To recognise that living things have changed over time and that a number of factors 
can affect a species’ evolution. 

Lesson 8: To understand how living things have adapted to live in specific environments  

Lesson 9: To be able to design a creature to suit a specific environment 

Lesson 10: To understand how humans have evolved over time, and how human behaviour can 
affect change in species over time. 

Lesson 11: To investigate how bird beaks have evolved over time to be able to pick up seeds  

Lesson 12:  To be able to discuss and debate a concept cartoon about evolution 

Lesson 13: To be able to review and assess understanding of evolution. 

PSHE: Celebrating Difference 
Why do cultural differences sometimes 
cause conflict in our community and be-
yond?  

Humanities: Geography: Comparing Countries: Britain to South America 
1. To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries in South America 
2. To locate, describe and understand key aspects of the Brazilian Amazon 
Rainforest in South America 
3. To describe and understand the physical geography of the Brazilian Am-
azon Rainforest including climate, biomes and vegetation belts. 
4. To describe and understand the human geography of the Amazon Rain-
forest 
5. To compare the similarities and differences between a region of the UK 
and a region from South America. 
6. To follow a line of geographical enquiry- Is the deforestation of the Am-
azon Rainforest necessary? 

The Arts (Music, Drama, Art):  
 

Music: Working with sounds.  

See Telford Arts Trust planning. 

STEM Project:  

How can we limit deforestation by mak-
ing better use of scrap paper?  

How is paper made? Inside the Factory - toilet 
paper episode. What happens to the paper in our 
recycling bins? Can we make new paper - pulping/
drying process. Write a letter to the Trust on the 
new paper that they have made - can we convince 
them to recycle more?  

Maths Link: Data Handling– graphs and charts 

Experiences and Educa-
tional Visits:  

• Animal Man 

• Rainforest Expe-
rience Day 

Art: Printing a rainforest inspired fabric 
Lesson 1:To show control over my paintbrush and watercolour paint 
Lesson 2: To experiment with quantities of water and paint.  
Lesson 3: To look at different exotic plants and paint from observation 
Lesson 4: To look at the work of an artist, architect or designer from 
history (Henri Rousseau)  
Lesson 5: To be able to design a fabric pattern inspired by the rainfor-
est Lesson 6: To produce my fabric design, using fabric paint, inspired 
by the rainforest 

Lesson 7: To share my piece of work in our class gallery 

Writing 

Reading 

Mathematics 

Main Text: The Explorer– Katherine Rundell. Comparing stories by the same author. Vocabulary focus ongoing 
throughout every lesson. Gain familiarity and exposure of level 1, 2 and 3 words (Word Aware link). Every 
Friday—SATs style practice.  

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 
P R I E 

Texts:  Persuasive 
Leaflets  

Ongoing: The Explorer  
LO: To predict the main 
parts of the text using a 

wordle of the blurb  

Texts:  Kapok tree/ DK 
Rainforest creature 

pages 
Ongoing: The Explorer  

LO: To retrieve  
information as evidence 

to support answers. 

Texts:  Through the 
window-   

Ongoing: The Explorer  
LO: To make inferences 
from fiction and non-

fiction texts  

Texts:  Looking at both 
sides of the argument  
Ongoing: The Explorer  
LO: To explain how the 
language used has an 

impact on me, the 
reader. 

Week 5  Week 6  Week 7  
V Mock SATs week  S  

Texts:  The Journey to 
the River Sea– descrip-

tion  
Ongoing: The Explorer  
LO: To understand why 
the author has chosen 
specific vocabulary to 

use in her writing.  

Continue to read class text – 
The Explorer  

Children to enjoy periods of 
sustained independent 
reading/ library visit.  

Texts: Rainforest poetry  
Ongoing: The Explorer  

LO:  To summarise the key events of the story for 
another reader in order to recommend the text. 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 
Arithmetic: My Mini Maths. 
3 of 3, Maths Bot 
Fractions:  

To know how to use the 
long method of division 

To know equivalent frac-
tions  
 
To use common factors to 
simplify fractions; use com-
mon multiples to express 
fractions in the same de-
nomination.  
 
To recognise proper frac-
tions, improper fractions 
and mixed number 

Arithmetic: My Mini Maths. 3 
of 3, Maths Bot 
Fractions:  

To compare and order frac-
tions, including fractions >1.  
 
To add and subtract fractions 

To add and subtract fractions 
with different denominators, 
using the concept of equiva-
lent fractions 

Arithmetic: My Mini Maths. 
3 of 3, Maths Bot 
Square numbers 
Angles: 

To recognise angles where 
they meet at a point, are 
on a straight line, or are 
vertically opposite, and 
find missing angles.  
 
Mathematics link to  
Geography: Comparison of 
statistics linked to the 
Amazon Rainforest  

Arithmetic:  My Mini 
Maths. 3 of 3, Maths Bot 
Times tables 
Fractions:  

To multiply simple pairs of 
proper fractions, writing the 
answer in its simplest form 
(1/4 x 1/2 = 1/8).  
 
To divide proper fractions by 
whole numbers (1/3 ÷ 2 = 1/6). 
 
To recognise common Frac-
tion, Decimals and Percent-
ages  

Week 5 Week 6 Week 7  
Arithmetic: To convert be-
tween miles and kilometres. 
Measurement: 
To solve problems involving the 
calculation and conversion of 
units of measure, using decimal 
notation to three decimal places 
where appropriate.  
 
To use, read, write and convert 
between standard units, convert-
ing measurements of length, 
mass, volume and time from a 
smaller unit of measure to a 
larger unit, and vice versa using 
decimal notation to three deci-
mal places.  

Mock SATs Week 
 
 
Mathematics link to  
Music– Beats and notation  

Arithmetic:  My Mini Maths. 3 of 3, Maths Bot 
Times tables 
 
Statistics: 
Pie charts and line graphs  
To interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and 
use these to solve problems. 
To calculate and interpret the mean as an average. 
 

Mathematics link to  
Geography– Reading different kinds of graphs and charts 
about the Rainforest 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 
Writing 
Focus: 

Persuasive 
Leaflet 

To 
persuasive 
sustainable 

tourism 
leaflet “Visit 

the 
Rainforest” 

Thrill seekers 

Wildlife 

Culinary 
experience  

Information 
Page 

To write a 
non-

chronologic
al report on 

a new 
Amazonian 

plant  

  

 Story 

To write a 
narrative 

to go 
alongside a 

picture 
book 

  

Balance 
argument  

To debate 
deforestation 

in the 
rainforest 

To create a 
balanced 
argument 

about 
deforestation 

 

2x writing 

Comparison 

 

To write a 
description 

of the 
Amazon 

rainforest   

Mock SATS week 

 

 

Poetry 

 

To write a 
descriptive 

poem about the 
rainforest 

SPAG 
Focus: 

Active and 
Passive 

Prepositio
ns 

Inverted 
commas, 
speech 
and 

dialogue  

Word class 
Noun 

Phrases 
Relative 
clauses 

Spelling 
focus 

Spelling 
Rule 37 - 
Endings 
which 
sound 

like /ʃʃs/ 
spelt –

cious or –
tious  

Spelling 
Rule 38 - 
Endings 
which 
sound 

like /ʃʃl/ 
(e.g. 

social, 
crucial... 

etc.)  

Spelling 
Rule 39 - 
Words 

ending in 
–ant, –
ance/–
ancy, –
ent, –
ence/–

ency (1 of 
2)  

Spelling 
Rule 41 - 
Words 

ending in –
able and –
ible Words 
ending in –
ably and –
ibly (1 of 2)  

Spelling 
Rule 43 - 
Adding 
suffixes 
beginning 
with vowel 
letters to 
words 
ending in 
–fer  

Spelling Rule 
45 - Words 
with the /i:/ 

sound spelt ei 
after c  

PE- Health and Fitness (Indoor) 

Lesson 1—Junk food  
To be able to evaluate the affect that food has on our 
bodies 
Lesson 2—Ways of testing   
To be able to use a variety of fitness test to measure 
performance 
Lesson 3—Continuous training   
To be able to use continuous training method 
Lesson 4—Improving agility  
To know how to test agility, in detail 
Lesson 5—First aid   
To be able to perform a primary survey 
Lesson 6 – Testing 
To measure performance and improve on my personal 
best 
Lesson 7– Evaluation 

PE- Sports Leadership (Indoor) 
Lesson 1—Communication  
To use two different forms of communication 
Lesson 2—Leading a warmup  
To be able to carry out a warm up in a small group 
Lesson 3—Teaching a skill and game  
To be able to practice leading a main activity in a small 
group 
Lesson 4— Creating a tournament  
To be able to create my own game / tournament 
Lesson 5—Performing a tournament and refereeing  
To be able to perform different roles during games / 
tournaments 
Lesson 6— Performing and leading a tournament 
continued 
Lesson 7—Leadership assessment  
To be able to lead a small session 

Computing: E 
safety 
Alright Charlie 
To know the meaning of 
‘grooming’ and what 
the warning signs of 
this are.  
 
Breck’s Last Game  
To identify the signs of 
grooming through 
online communication.  

Languages: Salut! French 
In France 
Lesson 1: On the bridge of Avignon Leçon 1: Sur le pont d'Avignon 
To be able to learn a song using French vocabulary. 
Lesson 2 : Where in France ? Leçon 2 : Où en France ? 
To be able to name places and ask where in France they are located. 
Lesson 3 : In Paris Leçon 3 : À Paris 
To be able to recognise famous landmarks of Paris. 
Lesson 4: They speak French  Leçon 4: On parle français 
To be able to state other countries that speak French. 
Lesson 5 : French food Leçon 5 : La nourriture française 
To be able to  ask questions about food in France. 
Lesson 6 : Croque-monsieur Leçon 6 : Le croque-monsieur 
To be able to make a traditional French dish : Croque-Monsieur. 


