
 

FORM 4 
 
TO: All Parents of Children Registered 
 at Hadley Learning Community Primary Phase on Monday 13th June 2022. 
     

13th June 2022 
 
Dear Parent, 

 
PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION: BALLOT PAPER 
 
The parents standing for election are listed on the ballot paper enclosed.  Personal statements of 
the candidates are reproduced on the reverse of the ballot paper. 
   
The number of parent governors to be elected is two. You should cast your vote by marking X in 
the box provided against the candidate(s) of your choice.  Each parent has one vote for each 
vacancy irrespective of the number of children s/he has at the school.  This means that in this 
election, you may vote for up to two separate candidates.  You may not cast more than one vote 
for the same candidate.  Should you do so your ballot paper will have to be declared ‘spoiled’ and 
discounted. 
 
The ballot paper (Form 5) should be returned to me via your child or by any other means you may 
prefer not later than 3:30pm Friday 17th June.  Any ballot papers received after this time cannot be 
counted. 

 
A “Parent”, in relation to this election, includes anyone who is not a parent but who has parental 
responsibility for, or who has the care of, a registered pupil at the school.  
 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Paul Roberts 
Executive Principal  
 
 
 
Enclosure – Ballot Paper (Form 5) 
                     Candidates Personal Statements 
 

 

 



 

FORM 5 
 
PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION: BALLOT PAPER 
 
…………………………….(Hadley Learning Community Primary Phase) 
 
 
CANDIDATES 
 
 
Full Name (Surname first)      Vote   
 
 

1. Bates, Matthew 
 

 

2. Holmes, Michael  
 

 

3. Jackson, Sally 
 

 

4. Mhatab, Miriam 
 

 

5. Rothwell, Anna 
 

 

  
  
 
Personal statements written by candidates are reproduced overleaf. 
 
 



 

PERSONAL STATEMENT – Matthew Bates 

My name is Matt Bates and I would like to be considered for the role of School Governor. 

Why do I want to be a Governor? I often talk about the School and how things are ran or considered, 
applying my knowledge to the subject or situation. When the opportunity arose to become a 
Governor it felt like the right thing to do.I currently have a boy in Year 3 and a daughter at nursery, 
who will hopefully join her brother at HLC in two years time. Due to this I have a long term interest 
in the running of the School and how it is shaped for the future.  

I feel I have a lot to offer and experience to bring to the role. I work in IT for the Local Authority. 
There I manage three teams of people, with various skill sets and responsibilities; from logging of 
support calls, to technical resolution to procurement. Through this I have very good technical, 
interpersonal and communication skills. I am able to work with people from all walks of life and build 
rapport with them. This enables me to support, encourage and develop people. As part of my role I 
also manage budgets and undertake all aspects of recruitment. 

I have engaged with School staff on a number of occasions during my son’s tenure. Through these 
communications I have built up a good rapport with the teaching staff, often stopping to speak to 
staff and my sons current and former teachers when suitable. 

I feel that I am analytical, I can take into consideration all arguments or perspectives while being 
able to make a decision based on the facts presented.When offering feedback or in particular 
criticism, I like to offer constructive criticism along with alternative solutions/ improvements and 
understand why a decision has been made. I understand the importance of teamwork, and feel I 
work well as part of a team; being approachable, supportive, reliable, a good listener and a strong 
communicator. 

Throughout my career, customer service has been at the heart. The skills I have learnt here are 
transferable to School life, in the sense that the pupils are the primary customer and their needs and 
aspirations should be at the forefront of how the School is ran.I have also worked closely with 
Schools based staff, primarily from a technology perspective, which has given me a good 
understanding of life and challenges within the School environment. In fact I was part of the team to 
install IT equipment at HLC when the School was first built. 

In my spare time I am a volunteer coach for my son's football team. This has given me a greater 
understanding about what makes a child tick, and further appreciate different learning styles and 
personalities of children and how to develop them while taking consideration of their differing 
abilities. 

I currently have a team of 10 players and this has given me further appreciation of how difficult a 
teachers job is with a larger numbers in their classes! 

Thank you for your consideration.  



 

 PERSONAL STATEMENT – Michael Holmes 

I’m currently serving in the Royal Air Force and have completed 18 years of service to date. My 
Engineering career began at DSAE Cosford where I completed my apprenticeship as a Technician, 
this provided me with the opportunity to work on aircraft and travel the world.  

As my career progressed, I went on to study Engineering and graduated from Staffordshire 
University with a BEngs (Hons) in Engineering Management. Due to the diversity of service life, 
promotion and wanting to settle down I returned back to Cosford where I began teaching and gained 
a Level 3 Award in Education and Training. I have since been involved in a variety of roles within 
the education sector including training supervision, staff development, course design and training 
delivery coordination. During this time I became a proud father to my daughter who is currently in 
the reception year at HLC.  

Working in a training establishment for the past 8 years has provided me with invaluable first-hand 
experience and allowed me to fully understand the importance of the learning and development 
cycle. I firmly believe that this, combined with the skills I have acquired during my career such as 
budgetary control, asset management, process auditing and policy amendment will transfer well to 
the role of school governance.  

My daughter's future is of the upmost importance to me and I believe that a good education is one 
of the fundamental foundations that any child should receive in their lifetime. Being a busy parent, I 
am conscious of the fact that she spends a large amount of her time at school, for this reason I 
would love nothing more than to know that I am responsible for having a positive impact on the 
improvement and development of not just her education but all the children at HLC Primary.  

As we move forward together, I feel it is important that we continue to maintain the engagement 
between home and school life so we can embrace change within the school environment and 
support initiatives for progression ensuring we retain consistency where it is already proven to work. 

  



 

PERSONAL STATEMENT – Sally Jackson 

I have had 1 child complete his education through the primary school, another in year 6, 1 in 
reception and another joining reception next year. I have seen the evolution of the school during this 
time, in particular as my work as the link SEND governor the increased emphasis on SEND at the 
school which was already well above many of it’s peers.  

My experience as the governor means that I am confident in the role of challenging and holding the 
school to account, while championing the needs of the SEND students, parents and staff. I bring in 
experience from the customer service industry and management experience, and now currently 
work in education so have another perspective to challenge and assist the school.  

I have taken the role very seriously and spend a significant amount of time engaged in independent 
research concerning specific needs in general, SEND in general terms including changing 
approaches and thought in society and employment, as well as specific to the education setting.  

I would be very honoured to be allowed to continue serving the community by helping make the 
school the best it possibly can be.  

  



 

PERSONAL STATEMENT – Miriam Mhatab 

My name is Miriam Mhatab. I am a law graduate and have 2 girls, 1 at HLC Primary year 3 and 1 
will be joining Nursery January 2023. My younger siblings have attended HLC and have now gone 
on to University. 

I have lived in the Hadley area all my life and have previously gone to the Hadley Primary and Junior 
schools before they became HLC. I have always been interested in the success of the school and 
believe it should be a place where children are comfortable and happy to learn and where parents 
can trust the organisation and be content that their children are in good hands. 

As Parent Governor, I would like to work with the school to ensure the school can uphold its ethos 
and vision; allowing for each child to belong, be respected, inspired and ultimately succeed whilst 
enjoying their time at school. A child should be comfortable in their surroundings and accepted. I 
am hoping to be a point of communication between parents and the school, ensuring the school is 
listening and working with parents to ensure that the children attending are happy and parents heard.  

Throughout my studies I have developed a keen sense of analysing data and making sure policies 
are managed and complied with, I intend to use this skill for the betterment of the school, checking 
the school is complying with regulations and policies for a better school life for the children. 

I am not afraid to ask difficult questions if necessary on behalf of the children this school serves, but 
am also keen to support the school and all of its dedicated staff who work hard to keep our children 
happy and the school running. The previous years have been detrimental for children’s learning but 
the teachers have pushed to help our children come to date with their studies.  

I have previously volunteered and worked in other institutions where I have taught, helped and 
assisted both parents and children and hope this will help me in my role as parent governor. 

I am willing to commit to a demanding volunteer role as governor, happy to take the time out to 
attend meetings, governor training and visit the school during the day. 

I hope that you will consider voting for me and thank you for reading. 



 

PERSONAL STATEMENT – Anna Rothwell 

My name is Anna Rothwell and I am a parent of two children – a son in year 7 in the Secondary 
Phase, and a daughter in year 1 in the Primary Phase. I have lived in Telford for my entire life (except 
for a few years while studying for a degree in Birmingham), and therefore I am passionate about our 
community! 

I am a Marketing professional in the Telford area and during my career have worked in a variety of 
local businesses. In my current and previous roles, I have been faced with the need to challenge 
decisions, ideas and statements made by individuals at all levels. This is something I am comfortable 
with – I always stand up for what I believe in, but always remain professional and level-headed in 
my approach. 

I am a strong communicator and believe in continuous improvement in every aspect of my life. I 
have experience in managing teams and take pride in my ability to motivate and enthuse others. In 
my Marketing role, I am required to 'think outside the box' and this skill allows me to make positive 
contributions in a variety of situations. 

My motivation for applying as a Parent Governor is that I am passionate about ensuring that every 
child has the resource to reach their potential, in a nourishing and nurturing school environment. As 
a Parent Governor, I would be enthusiastic in striving for the optimal education experience to help 
all children achieve their potential. 

As a parent, I hold firm beliefs in the power of education and encourage my children to do their best 
every day, but to also be kind and thoughtful to others. I feel lucky that my children are in an 
educational environment that reflects our community and not only recognises, but also celebrates a 
variety of cultures. I feel proud to belong to a school community that embraces inclusivity and 
diversity.  

As a person I am reasonable, enthusiastic and have strong morals while also being kind and 
compassionate. I have a “glass half full” approach to life, and I always try to exceed expectations 
where I can! 

I would enjoy bringing my experience in Marketing and Communications to the Governing body at 
HLC. I am a creative person and enjoy listening to, responding to, and (where necessary) 
challenging ideas and decisions made by others. 

In my spare time, I have a varied number of hobbies and interests. I play clarinet and saxophone 
(perhaps not as often as I should!), I also enjoy fundraising for a variety of charities, reading, 
painting, writing, exercise classes (a recently acquired hobby) and of course my favourite hobby is 
spending time with my family. 

I am excited, grateful and hopeful for the opportunity to represent the parents and children of HLC 
and aspire to give my very best to the Governing body. 


