
Welcome to the Department of English 

The Vision for all our students who study English: 

 Students who study English at HLC will be successful, enthusiastic, resilient and aware of 

how the world around us is shaped by the language that we read, write and listen to every 

day. 

 Students will be inquisitive.  They will be relentless in their questioning of the intentions and 

motivations of writers. They will enjoy communicating their own ideas with clarity and 

sophistication.   

 Students will be comfortable sharing their own ideas, respect those of others and be eager 

to debate new ones, both in relation to texts they have studied and wider ideas from the 

ever-changing world in which they belong. 

 Our team will inspire, foster and nurture a love of language and introduce our students to 

both the literary greats, modern classics and the writers of their future.  

We are proud of our students and their success: 

Measure 2017 2018 
Percentage of students achieving 4+ in 
English Language 

67% 67% 

Percentage of students achieving 5+ in 
English Language 

42% 46% 

Percentage of students achieving 4+ in 
English Literature 

68% 64% 

Percentage of students achieving 5+ in 
English Literature 

38% 45% 

Average P8 for English Literature 
 

 -0.3 

Average P8 for English Language 
 

 +0.13 

 

Curriculum Content Rationale 

The Key Stage Three Curriculum: 

Our Key Stage Three Curriculum is based on four key pillars, essential for the progression in the 

study of English: 

 Reading 

 Writing (including the teaching of grammar) 

 Speaking 

 Listening 

Each unit of study is designed to thoroughly consolidate the mechanics of grammar, to enable 

students to use these skills fluidly and creatively in their writing.  Grammar is a cornerstone of 

effective written communication and by interweaving it through every unit, students can embed this 

knowledge into their longer term memories. This, in turn, will allow them to use grammar 

consistently and effectively across all types of written communication. 



Equally, another foundation to our subject is reading.  It provides the bedrock and the window to 

not only our curriculum, but also to that of every other subject.  Therefore every unit at KS3 is 

underpinned by a text.  This could be fiction or non-fiction, poetry or prose, modern or classic.  Our 

aim is to give maximum exposure to all text types, looking at as many different cultures and 

perspectives as possible.  The time allocation to these skills throughout KS3 is equitable.  

Furthermore, we believe that listening is a key skill in our subject. To be able to comment on writers 

and texts, it is paramount for our students to listen to each other.  This goes hand in hand with our 

development of students’ cultural capital.  To encourage listening and develop their understanding 

of different cultures, we take students to see a variety of performances and teach parts of 

Shakespeare through the medium of drama. 

 

English Curriculum Rationale 

Introduction  

The study of English is a journey. It is a journey that begins with our first babblings as infants, where 

we learn our first words, and continues until we utter our last words. It is a journey that, when we 

are guided in the right direction, can enable us to become anything that we want ourselves to be. It 

is precisely this idea, of shaping who we can be, that underpins everything that we do in English at 

Hadley Learning Community and shapes the values that our staff and students embody at every 

level.  

The study of English is integral in developing our ability to communicate with and interpret the world 

around us, both in a literal and figurative way. It allows us to share our ideas, shape our judgements 

and broaden our horizons. The reason that we study English is simple but this should not undermine 

the complexity of the discipline and that is why every student who studies English at Hadley Learning 

Community should feel challenged with every piece of work that they do. To be challenged is to push 

ourselves to be the best that we can be; this concept acts as the foundation of learning for all of our 

staff and students and can be found at the heart of our curriculum for every year group.  

From there, our curriculum has been built on the philosophy of the learning journey, which 

considers where students are before they arrive, where they will want to be when they leave and 

who they will become whilst they are with us. We will ensure that students not only accrue the 

knowledge and skills that they need to succeed on this journey but also feel encouraged to explore 

their own relationship with language, literature, and the world around them.  

Inspired by Hamlet’s introspective soliloquy on life, the English department have shaped our 

curriculum around what it means ‘To be’ a student of English. Unlike Shakespeare’s eponymous 

hero, however, we trust that our musings are a little less fatal.  

In their first year students will… 

Be Challenged. 

We recognise that the transition from primary to secondary can be both exciting and daunting in 

equal measure. Often one of the most integral parts of a successful transition is establishing a sense 

of continuity, which does not come easy in a new school with new classmates and new teachers. At 

Hadley Learning Community, we have ensure that continuity can quickly be established through the 

level of challenge that students can expect. Students arriving into their first year, regardless of which 

primary school they attended, will have dealt with challenging work and high expectations during 



KS2 and this will continue upon their arrival in September. We pride ourselves on our high 

expectations within the English department and it is made clear that if students rise to these 

standards then they will succeed. We introduce challenging texts from the beginning of their first 

year, which both complement and extend upon the KS2 material that students will have a prior 

understanding of. The security and confidence that familiarity breeds works in our favour when we 

progress into even more challenging topics as the year progresses.  

Be Creative. 

There is nothing that can ever come close to matching the imagination of a child and, for so many of 

our staff, it is the enthusiasm, the energy, and the creativity of our younger students that really 

allows us to transform our classrooms into centres of discovery. Our first year units are based upon 

the power of our imaginations, both in terms of the writing that we can produce together but also in 

terms of studying some of the most imaginative and intriguing texts throughout literary history. 

Literature, in particular, has always been a source of escapism and some of our proudest moments 

as practitioners are enabling our youngest students to embrace timeless literary concepts and motifs 

and adapt them in their own writing. We focus, explicitly, on developing students’ confidence with 

figurative language, both in their own writing and responding to examples written by others. There 

is a power in harnessing creativity and we see the true benefits of this as students progress onwards 

from the first year in their own learning journeys with us.  

Be Secure. 

It is paramount that, in spite of all of the changes outlined above, that students do not feel 

overwhelmed with their introduction to key stage three English. Therefore, we prioritise that 

students are secure with concepts and ideas, especially in terms of grammar and punctuation, to 

ensure continuity with the fundamentals of our language construction from KS2. These 

fundamentals are interleaved throughout all of our units to allow for all of our students to progress 

with their journey through English with a firm grasp of sentence construction and the rules of 

language. Although it is important for students to be able to write with freedom, this cannot be 

achieved without a secure and confident understanding of the ‘foundations’. We firmly believe that 

students should push the boundaries with their written expression and challenge conventional 

norms, like the best writers do, but this cannot happen until students are completely secure with the 

rules and boundaries that they will later be manipulating. Hence, there is a rigorous grammar focus 

that underpins everything that our first year students study. 

In their second year students will… 

Be Challenged. 

As students progress on their English learning journey, they face a different set of challenges. The 

high expectations are, by now, embedded for all students which allows us to explore a greater 

breadth of content that illuminates how literature has shaped the world around us. The challenge in 

their second year is provided by a deeper appreciation of literary contexts and how writers and their 

texts are influenced by contemporary events. We offer a breadth and depth of topics that cover a 

variety of literary time periods and different cultures. We find that that the more students begin to 

appreciate a range of writers and their influences the more they begin to shape their own writing 

style. The promotion of independent writing during the students’ second year complements the 

students increasing maturity as they are able to justify their opinions with more judicious choices of 

evidence. By the time students finish their second year, and begin the next stage of their learning 

journey, they will have a stronger grasp over who they are as writers.  



Be Intrigued. 

Once students have a refined security with the basics of their language construction, there is room 

for students to pursue avenues of interest with more freedom. We want all of our pupils to ask 

questions of each other, of the texts that they have been reading, and to us as teachers. We aim to 

foster a genuine sense of curiosity and allow students to form their own judgements about what 

they are reading. When students marry this curiosity with the ability to communicate effectively, 

they can produce extremely powerful pieces of writing. In order to capitalise on the students’ 

enthusiasm and confidence at this stage of their journey, we begin to introduce key concepts of 

rhetoric and oracy so that students can use what they’ve written and read to deliver powerful 

speeches of their own.  

Be Varied. 

We firmly understand that no two pupils are the same and, in line with this, we offer our students a 

broad range of content in their second year to ensure that all have an equal opportunity to discover 

an avenue of study that they are interested in. The greater variety of opportunities that a student 

has within their English journey the more, we feel, they learn about themselves. The topics that we 

cover, both in terms of fiction and non-fiction, are broad and diverse. Our poetry units, in particular, 

allow students to explore a breadth of poems from different cultures, which we feel, once more, 

helps students to process their own culture with more confidence. By deepening students’ 

understanding of their own world, we reciprocally give them the confidence to explore the cultures 

of others: essential in the multi-cultural landscape that we live in.  

In their third year students will… 

Be Challenged. 

It is undeniable that the challenges that students face in their third year are stepped up once more. 

In our transition year, we introduce the core texts that students will be studying during their early 

entry GCSE English Literature course, whilst retaining the necessity for intrigue and creativity. We 

are confident that students are able to rise to the challenge of this material due to the rigorous 

nature of their earlier study. Students will, by the time they reach this stage of their journey, be used 

to the high expectations that we have instilled since day one and should relish the opportunity to 

challenge themselves with a deeper study of core material. Alongside the introduction of key 

literature texts, we continue to challenge students with regular writing tasks, which allow us to 

explore the important tangents that the study of literature so regularly encourages. These regular 

writing challenges will also allow us to ensure that students maintain a strict awareness of the 

importance of their sentence construction, especially as they begin to discuss a more mature range 

of ideas: it is crucial that their writing enables them to express themselves with the confidence that 

they are so used to, regardless of the complexity of the material they are writing about.    

Be Confident. 

Crucially, students need to approach this transition, both in terms of workload and difficulty, with 

the confidence that stems for their previous successes. They should, by the time they reach this 

stage of their journey, relish the opportunity to push themselves and study texts of greater 

complexity, having worked confidently with a broad range of literature in both of their previous 

years of study. Their previous work should be the foundation for their future success and we aim to 

build upon their natural inquisition with the gradual introduction of mature concepts and ideas. It is 

essential that students, by the time they finish this stage of their English journey, have the 



confidence to question and explore the motivations of the greats like Dickens, Shakespeare, and 

Keats, amongst others, in much the same way that they explore their own personal influences as 

writers.  

Be Perceptive. 

An in-depth study of key texts at this stage will allow students to channel their love for literature in a 

deeper way, which should provide a perfect balance to the breadth of texts that they have 

previously studied. Students will be given time to get to grips with the important themes, ideas, and 

characters of key texts and link them to the ideas that they have previously studied. It is at this stage 

that students should, for example, be using their prior understanding of the Romantic movement to 

begin to make more perceptive comments about the motivations of early 19th century poets. By 

building upon the analytical skills that we have been developing in their earliest years of study, as 

well as their nurtured inquisitiveness, students are able to read and understand the works that have 

shaped the world of literature that they are now immersed in.  

In their fourth year students will… 

Be Challenged. 

As students begin the fourth year of their English journey at Hadley Learning Community, they will 

be under no illusion that this will be their most challenging so far. However, they will be approaching 

this challenge with the confidence borne from their earlier experiences and understanding of the 

high expectations that have underpinned all of their studies. The decision to sit early entry GCSE 

English Literature is justified by the fact that we know that our students will be ready for this 

challenge, due to the rigorous nature of their prior learning. By their fourth year, they will have a 

secure understanding of how to confidently express themselves and their ideas. It is vital that 

students find a balance in their learning, however, and, although we emphasise the GCSE content in 

their fourth year, we will always find time to interleave functional and creative writing skills to 

ensure that they can still flourish as their own writers. Although there can be no denying that the 

GCSE qualifications are an important aspect of the pupils’ journeys, they are not the final destination 

and therefore students are taught to appreciate the key texts in their true context, regardless of 

whether the exam board assesses it explicitly. Admittedly, this will stretch our students to their full 

potentials but we make no excuses for wanting every student to achieve as well as they possibly can 

and every student should will be encouraged to engage with each of the key texts in as much detail 

as possible.  

Be Critical. 

Students, having already covered a lot of the important content during their transitionary third year, 

will enter their first GCSE year with a fantastic foundation to build upon. Every student will have a 

secure understanding of the key aspects of each of the texts which will enable them to focus on 

developing their own personal voice in their analysis. Students will regularly be asked to write at 

length, not simply because this is what the exam requires, but rather as it is an essential life skill that 

students cannot underestimate. The ability to analyse, justify, and evaluate are vital in so many 

walks of life and the literature texts provide a perfect opportunity for students to develop their own 

critical style. We want all of our students to ask questions of and challenge the motivations of 

writers, regardless of who they are. We want all of our students to continue reading between every 

line because an era of ‘fake news’ requires us all to cast a critical eye on everything that we engage 

with.  



Be Disciplined. 

Although homework complements all of our learning to this point, the requirement for independent 

study is made abundantly clear to the students as they enter the fourth year of their journey with us. 

Success in the study of literature cannot be achieved unless the work within school is paired with the 

desire to work just as hard outside of it. We appreciate that students live busy lives but this part of 

their learning journey is as much about developing themselves as people as it is gaining any 

qualifications. Students will be taught to manage their time effectively, so that their workload does 

not become overwhelming, and they will find that the extra effort that they put in during their own 

time will pay dividends when it comes to unlocking their true potential. Students will be guided 

towards additional reading that will make them question what they have learned so far and literary 

criticism that may make them re-evaluate their own perception of key texts; this serves as to 

develop the pupils’ own critical voices but also reinforce that neither their world nor the world of 

literature is simply black and white.   

In their fifth year students will… 

Be Challenged. 

On the surface of it, there is an inherent and potentially overwhelming challenge with completing 

the GCSE English Language course in a single academic year; however, for students at Hadley 

Learning Community, this simply is not the case. The strict interleaving of skills, such as evaluation 

and comparison, and the practise of extended creative writing throughout their previous year of 

study ensures that students entering their fifth year of study with us will be at a distinct advantage 

to their contemporaries elsewhere. The confidence that success breeds is also an important factor as 

students can transfer the skills that are so well embedded from their explicit literature studies that 

the challenge of regular new texts and extracts does not phase them. In fact, the fifth year of their 

journey with us acts as the pinnacle of all of the skills that they have developed thus far. Our fifth-

year students will be challenged to apply their perceptive understanding of wider literary contexts to 

the study of non-fiction and fiction texts that span from the beginning of the 19th Century to the 

present day. The diversity of the texts that pupils will study is chasmic but our students will approach 

each of them with confidence and fully embrace the challenge that they provide, knowing that they 

have the skills and prior knowledge to navigate the trickiest of vocabulary or the most abstract of 

metaphors.  

Be Independent. 

By the time that our students reach the fifth year of their English journey they will already value the 

importance of independent study, as a result of their success in their GCSE English Literature course. 

However, with students approaching the end of their time with us, it is essential that they do not see 

this as the end of their study of English. Students, by the time they reach the end of their fifth year, 

will appreciate that they do not just stop ‘learning English’ when they place down their pen in their 

final exam. Rather, students will value the importance of wider reading, forming judgements and 

eloquent expression and be in a position whereby they will be ready to harness those skills, amongst 

others, for their rest of their ‘journeys’ inside and outside of education. None of this will happen 

without their own capacity to self-motivate and work independently and therefore, as a 

continuation from the work in their fourth year, students will be encouraged to work independently 

to improve both their reading and writing skills. Obviously, this should never be to the detriment of 

discussion and questioning but rather students will understand that in order to progress in their 

study of English they must be reflective and self-evaluative. Students will be taught to accept and 



discuss criticism as well as prioritising their own learning needs and finding strategies that enable 

them to succeed; this is especially pertinent when it comes to their most subjective and sensitive 

pieces of original creative writing.  

Be Original. 

Just as how the transition at the beginning of the students’ journey with us at Hadley Learning 

Community was a mixture of daunting and exciting their final journey, at the end of their fifth year, 

will be filled with mirroring emotions. We feel, as an English department, that when our students are 

ready to leave, however, that they will be in the strongest possible position to continue their 

learning journeys with confidence. Students are encouraged, right from the beginning of their first 

year, to be creative and this desire for originality never ceases. We aim to mould a cohort of critical 

thinkers, original writers, and young people who enter the wider world with the aptitude, maturity 

and sensitivity to communicate their own needs and respond to the work of others in the same 

manner. Therefore, students in their fifth year will be find their own voices and write with a passion 

and originality that stems from five years of intensive crafting. Language is such a powerful tool and 

the English curriculum at Hadley Learning Community is designed to allow students to unlock its full 

potential.  

The importance of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Issues: 

At HLC, we ensure that spiritual, moral, social and cultural values underpin the study of English 

Language and Literature courses. 

Spiritually, we want our students to celebrate their own identities and are encouraged to be 

individuals. The opportunity to write originally, adopting the array of creative writing techniques 

they have been learning is encouraged as we wish them to express themselves openly. Fortnightly 

creative writing challenges during Key Stage Three underline our commitment to this. 

Students will have the opportunity to read a variety of texts that focus on morality as these studies 

help develop learners to explore such issues as conscience, loyalty, compassion and gender equality 

through history; Frankenstein, Macbeth, Of Mice and Men and Stone Cold are some notable 

examples. The latter incorporates homelessness, life choices and, like the other texts, the 

consequences of our actions. 

We also examine a range of current social issues relative to the lives young people in modern 

society, in particular a unit entitled ‘Big Issues’, which tackles sensitive subjects like racism, self-

esteem and homophobia. Students are supported to develop and express opinions and ideas 

respectfully. Furthermore, they are encouraged to discuss and understand the values and beliefs of 

others. 

Cultural diversity is integral to our studies, not only from a British perspective, but from the context 

of being a citizen of the world. There is a focus on poetry here, written by British poets and those 

further afield, allowing students to celebrate diversity and the contribution of a variety of global 

communities in modern Britain. 

English and British Values 

HLC students take pride in British culture and our local heritage, but recognise how our society is 

ever changing and that diversity is something we should embrace as part of our proud, yet 

accepting, local community. 



Traditional values of democracy, as well as the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 

acceptance underpin our English curriculum. Students are encouraged to adopt these ideologies as 

the British values that will see them encounter future successes, working alongside, and in harmony, 

with others. 

Our students will shape the future, which is why we urge them to help create an orderly and tolerant 

society in which they and others can feel safe, valued and able to contribute for the good of 

themselves and others. 

Texts studied address a number of important social and historical issues that are still very relevant 

today. We strive to tackle these issues in an open and inclusive way, where every student feels safe 

and secure in developing and expressing their polite views and beliefs. 

Using a range of historical literature, from key British authors like Charles Dickens to current writers 

such as Pakistani-born British poet Imtiaz Dharker, students are given the ideal platform to identify 

as part of an inclusive British community. 

HLC is committed to working closely and in harmony with its community and celebrating the 

diversity of the UK.  We aim to prepare our students for life in modern Britain and to ensure that our 

ethos, curriculum and approaches to teaching and learning reflect and actively promote the 

fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 

tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

We recognise that these values are not exclusive to being British and that they are accepted 

throughout the democratic world as the method of creating an orderly society, in which individual 

members can feel safe, valued and can contribute for the good of themselves and others. 

We understand the role our Academy has in helping prevent radicalisation and supporting our 

students in developing a world view recognising Britain’s place within it. 

Within the English department selection of texts studied addresses a number of important social and 

historical issues that are still relevant today. We strive to tackle these issues in an open and inclusive 

way, where every student feels safe and secure in developing and expressing their beliefs.  

Democracy 

All HLC students have the opportunity as an individual and within the English department to 

influence decision making and to have a voice.  Students understand that they must use this voice 

responsibly. 

One particular text, ‘Animal Farm’, which we study in Year 8, focuses on the core British value of 

democracy. 

The extra-curricular offer within the English department is heavily student-led. Students identify the 

opportunities they would like to participate in as the starting point for the development of our after-

school timetable. 

Link to SMSC Tracker 

The concept of ‘cultural capital’ in English 

 

Cross curricular opportunities to develop literacy and numeracy 



Click or tap here to enter text. 

 

 

Why Study ENGLISH Literature? 

The English Literature qualification enables students to understand that texts from our Literary 

Heritage have been influential and significant over time and explore their meaning today, exploring 

how they reflect or influence values, assumptions and sense of identity. Equally, students are taught 

to connect ideas, examine themes and issues, drawing on a range of texts to become critical readers. 

Why Study ENGLISH Language? 

English Language is a core subject and must be studied at Key Stage Four. English Language is central 

to progression in your life and in your career and it is an essential requirement for all Post 16 courses 

and in the world of work. English Language will allow you to demonstrate the use of English in real 

life, investigate how language is used and to draw on your own experience. All colleges, universities 

and employers will require you to communicate clearly and precisely with confidence both verbally 

and on paper. 

Careers: Where can ENGLISH take you? 

Here at Hadley Learning Community we feel that the study of English and English Literature are 

integral in enabling our students to communicate effectively in all aspects of life. When you study 

certain topics or texts, there are often links to numerous possible career paths. If you are passionate 

and excel in the study of English, you could consider some of the following careers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration, business, legal 

• Administrative assistant 

• Barrister 

• Civil Service Executive Officer 

• Information Analyst 

• Librarian 

• Legal Executive 

• Management Consultant 

• Secretary 

• Solicitor 

Around 90% of law graduates find work or further 

study within six months of graduation.  

There is also a demand for those with knowledge 

in online law. 

 

Writing and publishing  

• Author 

• Book or Magazine Editor 

• Copywriter/ Digital Copywriter 

• Editorial Assistant 

• Journalist 

• Lexicographer 

• Newspaper Editor 

• Proof Reader 

• Technical Writer 

• Web Journalist 

Journalists investigate and write up stories and 

features for broadcasting and for newspapers, 

magazines and other periodicals. The average 

salary in this sector is £40,000 per annum. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link to Gatsby Benchmark coverage in English 

 

Please click here to look at our curriculum coverage 

 

Public relations, marketing and 

advertising 

• Advertising account executive 

• Advertising Copywriter 

• Marketing Executive 

• Public Relations Officer 

Almost 200,000 people work in Advertising and 

Marketing in the UK 

 

Drama and theatre 

• Actor 

• Drama Therapist 

• Producer 

• Screenwriter 

• Script Writer 

• Theatre Director 

• TV Presenter  

• Researcher 

Arts officers, producers and directors assume 

creative, financial and organisational 

responsibilities in the production and direction of 

television and radio programmes, films and 

stage presentations.  

The average salary in this industry is £43,500 per 

annum. 

 

Other possible pathways 

• Archivist 

• English Teacher 

• Drama Teacher 

• Patent Attorney 

• Primary School Teacher 

• Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

 


