
Welcome to the Department of History 

The Vision for all our students who study History: 

At HLC students will enjoy the opportunity to study a broad History curriculum.  They will 

understand how the world around them has been shaped by the past and develop a sense of 

respect and admiration for others.  We will promote discussion and encourage curiosity to ensure 

students have a sense of belonging.  We aim to inspire a thirst for learning by studying key 

individuals and events that have shaped the past.  An independent and inquisitive approach will 

help to lead our students to success. 

We are proud of our students and their success: 

Measure 2018 
Percentage of students achieving 4+ in 
History 

57% 

Percentage of students achieving 5+ in 
History 

42% 

Average P8 for History 
 

0.5 

 

Curriculum Rationale 

The History KS3 curriculum has been designed to build on the KS2 History curriculum; ensuring a 

chronological approach to understand connections, contrasts and trends over time.  With this 

knowledge students will make informed and detailed responses including frequent use of the key 

historical skills ranging from cause and consequence to significance.   

KS3 unit order rationale (why we have chosen this order for delivering the course) 

Our KS3 topics have been ordered in a chronological sequence to ensure clarity of building up the big 

picture.  This allows the students to build a frame which the KS4 syllabus will build upon.                                                       

In Year 7 students start with Medieval History building on the KS2 topic of Britain’s settlement by 

Anglo-Saxons & the time of Edward Confessor.  This allows students to develop knowledge of who 

should be King and the Battle of Hastings.  This gives students an insight into the power of the 

monarch and the impact of settlers on England.  Following this we study living standards in the 

Middle Ages and the impact of the Black Death on society.  The chronological picture continues into 

the Tudor topic where the power of monarchy and the Church is explored through a variety of 

monarchs and past events.  We end the Year 7 with a local History study whereby we make links to 

the Iron Age forts on the Wrekin and the local market towns which date back to prior to 1066.  This 

allows students to make links to primary local history topics and build a strong chronological picture 

from 1066 to 1660. 

KS3 unit priority rationale (what is your justification for how you have allocated the curriculum 

time) 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

KS4 optional offer (as appropriate – why are you running these particular courses?) 

At GCSE we study the Edexcel syllabus.  Here we teach on a carousel where all teachers have had the 

opportunity to specialise on one aspect which they feel is their strength. Therefore we have selected 



Medicine in Britain c1250-present day, Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588, The American West & 

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1919-1939.   

KS4 order and priority rationale 

Due to the nature of the year 9 transition year we study Medicine in Britain allowing us to reflect on 

various time periods covered in years 7 and 8 from a medical perspective.  As students progress into 

KS4 we then teach the GCSE topics on a carousel allowing all units to have an equal share of teaching 

time which reflects the weighting of the GCSE marks.  These topics expand on the topic knowledge 

and skills gained at KS3.   We aim to complete the GCSE course by the February of the year 11 

allowing students ample revision and examination preparation. 

The importance of Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Issues: 

History has extensive links with SMSC.  We study issues of spirituality through the study of the 

medieval approach to disease and later religious and social upheaval under the reigns of the Tudor 

and Stuarts.  We focus heavily on the issue of equality through the medium to transatlantic slave 

trade and the struggle for universal suffrage in the Twentieth Century.  These topics have an 

overarching theme of morality and impact on society embedded into them.  At KS4 the GCSE topics 

allow for a deepening of student understanding of SMSC topics with students taking a more mature 

ownership of content and understanding. 

 

Fundamental British Values for our students: 

British values are fundamentally a part of the History curriculum.  Individual liberty is emphasised 

through the study of democracy and dictatorship and its impact on individual and religious freedom.  

The role of government features heavily throughout KS3 and 4 with changes in societal attitudes 

being paramount when discussing change over time. 

Link to SMSC Tracker 

The concept of ‘cultural capital’ in History 

We encourage students to aspire to play an active role in the society they live which has included the 

History Club investigating the local war memorial to understand how our local community has been 

touched by world events.  Our WW1 Battlefields trip allows a variety of students across KS3 and KS4 

to visit France/Belgium and actively engage with their heritage and cultural identity.  The study of 

History encourages the study skills necessary to embark upon higher education. 

Cross curricular opportunities to develop literacy and numeracy 

Numeracy is facilitated via a need for chronological understanding.  Statistics and data are used 

through a range of historical sources which students have to analyse and make inferences.  Literacy 

is the cornerstone of success in History.  Students need an interest in reading which is heavily 

promoted, understanding of subject specific terminology and extended writing skills which show 

resilience and reasoning. 

Careers: Where can History take you? 

History provides the relevant skills for law due to the nature of presenting an argument.  It also links 

to journalism due to the nature of extended writing.  There are many transferable skills taught 

within History which link to a variety of careers such as the police, broadcasting and holiday 

representatives.   A study of History is also the gateway into politics! 



Link to Gatsby Benchmark coverage in English 

 

Please click here to look at our curriculum coverage 


