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Welcome
We hope you enjoy this insight into student life at Hadley Learning Community. I am incredibly proud of our school and the huge 
impact it has upon our children, and families. At HLC, I know we care for each and every one of our children, we share in their 
endeavour to fulfil their dreams and ambitions and strive to give each and every student a genuine thirst for learning. On behalf 
of all the staff and students at HLC I would like to extend a warm welcome to our school.



“Our children feel valued and therefore 
empowered to succeed, both in school and
in life beyond the classroom.”
We hope you enjoy this insight into student life at Hadley Learning Community. I am incredibly proud of our school and the huge impact 
it has upon our children, and families. At HLC, I know we care for each and every one of our children, we share in their endeavour to 
fulfil their dreams and ambitions and strive to give each and every student a genuine thirst for learning. On behalf of all the staff and 
students at HLC I would like to extend a warm welcome to our school.

As Headteahcer, I am determined that Hadley Learning Community is much more than a school. We have created an environment that 
does not only relentlessly drive academic excellence and success, but is also a place where all our children are nurtured to flourish in all 
areas of life. HLC’s vision is to create a school that will be a beacon of brilliance in our community both now and for future generations.  
Everything we do is underpinned by our values: ‘Belong, Respect, Inspire, Succeed, Enjoy’.  It is these core values that have driven our 
school’s success.

Since opening in 2006 our journey has led us to become the flagship of the ‘Learning Community Trust’ and be repeatedly placed 
in the top 100 schools in the country by the Department for Education.  It is this accolade that reflects the exceptional school we have 
become and I feel honoured to be a part of the outstanding education and enrichment our amazing students 
access every day. 

Our most recent GCSE examination results have again been remarkable and exemplify how HLC is one 
of the leading schools, not only in Shropshire, but also in the country. I am delighted to say that all 
of our 2020 Year 11 students have now gained access to further education through traditional sixth 
form colleges, vocational training/apprenticeships routes, or have gained employment.

To support our drive for student success, our teaching and learning is of the highest quality in every 
subject area. The high quality of teaching is complemented by a rich and broad curriculum that caters for 
the children’s individual needs. Highly trained and experienced Learning Support Assistants, who specialise 
in their support of SEND and our most able learners, further enhance student outcomes through a flexible 
curriculum.

The accommodation for the Secondary Phase has been designed to enhance the outstanding teaching and 
broad curriculum diet all our learners receive. The superb sports’ facilities include a large sports hall, swimming 
pool and fitness suite. The purpose-built theatre and dance studio lead to our Performing Arts students 
being incredibly successful in a range of local and national performances. The engineering provision has 
been designed with stunning facilities to deliver this exciting dimension of the curriculum and provide 
opportunities for the school to link with local industry, upholding the heritage of our local community. 
Furthermore, we believe that technology is key to supporting our children becoming well prepared for 
the modern workplace by accessing cutting-edge, industry linked equipment in all areas, including 
large investments in the ICT facilities. 

Our children feel valued and therefore empowered to succeed, both in school and in life beyond 
the classroom. HLC students take great pride in our superb facilities and work harmoniously to 
maintain the high standards we all expect from them in our building.

To conclude, the Ofsted inspectors said “Nothing is left to chance in this ambitious school, which 
is strongly led, but with sensitivity”. I believe that within that one statement they have captured the 
essence of our school and its staff. HLC has become more than just a school; it is the heart of the 
local community and a beacon of brilliance that is providing a first-class education to each and
every one of its children

Daniel Roycroft
Secondary Headteacher



Our first year at HLC
Year 8 Students 
“In year 7 I enjoyed all of the 
lessons and extra activities. 
I developed interests and 
made lots of new friends. 
The best thing about HLC are 
the Teachers who support 
and help you in every 
lesson.”

“When I was in Year 6 I was 
excited to be going into 
secondary school but closer to 
the time I got very nervous. 
When school started I realised 
it wasn’t so bad as the Year 
8’s were very friendly and 
helped us a lot. I also felt 
very comfortable because the 
SSM’S were really helpful and 
I could go to them anytime”

Our first year at HLC



Our Student Support Managers, or 
SSMs, work very closely with our 
students, parents and carers. There 
are five SSMs in the Secondary 
Phase, each of whom work with an 
individual Year group. The SSMs are 
responsible for the daily pastoral care 
of our students working alongside 
tutors and class teachers. They mentor 
and monitor the students, follow up 
attendance and behavior issues and 
access additional services for young 
people who may require further 
support. They are all committed to 
ensuring our 
students are 
happy at HLC, 
enjoy coming to 
school and are 
making good 
progress with 
their learning.

If you have 
any queries or 
issues regarding 
attendance, 
mentoring, 
monitoring or 
support, the 
Student Support 
Managers can 
be contacted 
via email or 
telephone.

SSM Kerry Turner
kerry.turner@lct.education 

01952 387018

PCSO Steve Tyrer
Mobile 07907 888549

SSM Stuart Crowder
stuart.crowder@lct.

education
01952 387000

SSM Shelley Swinney
Shelley.swinney@lct.

education
01952 388514

Welfare Hub Manager 
Debbie McGreal

debbiemcgreal@lct.
education 01952 387000

SSM Laura Bowen
laura.bowen@lct.

education 01952 387022

SSM Alison King
Alison.king@lct.education

01952 388730

Our
Pastoral 
Team



Facilities
Our facilities have been developed to support such amazing 
opportunities for our learners. The accommodation for the 
Secondary Phase has been designed to create an outstanding 
learning environment for all areas of the curriculum. 
Technology is the key to supporting our children, with over 
900 computers all within teaching spaces equipped with 
cutting-edge modern equipment. The entire campus is leading 
edge in ICT, with an online curriculum and all teaching 
resources are available to students. It is this level of software 
and technology that ensures our learners are independent and 
well prepared for the future workplace.

The school offers the following facilities to support learning:

• 25m indoor heated swimming pool
• Extensive sports fields
• 4 tennis courts
• Outside basketball court
• Sports hall
• Fitness suite
• Dance studio
• 150 seat theatre
• Specialist i-Media Suites
• Purpose built, state-of-the-art teaching rooms in all subjects 
• Advanced music technology suites
• Childrens Centre that supports multi-agency teams



> HLC student, Hannah 
who represents Wales in 
open water swimming.
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Curriculum
Studies

Our students will enjoy the opportunity to study a broad range of 
historical topics, there really is something for everyone!   They will 
understand how the world around them has been shaped by the 
past and develop a sense of respect and admiration for others.  We 
encourage our students to learn through discussion and encourage 
questioning of the past to ensure they have a thorough understanding.  
We aim to inspire a thirst for learning by studying key individuals and 
significant events that have shaped the past.  An independent and 
inquisitive approach will help to lead our students to success.

Geography is a fantastic subject to study! We are unique. We bridge 
the arts and science through our study of the earth and how people 
interact with it. Through physical geography, students will learn about 
the natural landscape and features found on our planet, learning about 
the continents, oceans and atmosphere. Through human geography, 
they will be given the opportunity to consider how people interact with 
each other and how we survive on this amazing planet. We consider 
challenges into the future and teach the importance of sustainable 
development. We will learn a range of statistical, cartographic and 
investigative skills which can take us all over the world within the 
classroom. But we get out and about too! We make great use of new 
technologies, our school grounds and the local area to complete hands 
on fieldwork. We also have a number of enrichment opportunities 
including our trip to Iceland. The skills students will learn in geography 
can be applied throughout life. We will develop communication and 
teamwork skills. We will learn how to analyse and evaluate while 
looking for connections and explanations. These are key skills required 
by future employers. In fact, geographers are seen as some of the most 
employable graduates in the UK thanks to their range of skills and 
ability to think laterally.

History

Geography



‘The study of English is a journey. It is a journey that begins with our first 
babblings as infants, where we learn our first words, and continues until 
we utter our last words. It is a journey that, when we are guided in the 
right direction, can enable us to become anything that we want ourselves 
to be. It is precisely this idea, of shaping who we can be, that underpins 
everything that we do in English at Hadley Learning Community and 
shapes the values that our staff and students embody at every level. 

The study of English is integral in developing our ability to 
communicate with and interpret the world around us, both in a literal 
and figurative way. It allows us to share our ideas, shape our judgements 
and broaden our horizons. The reason that we study English is simple 
but this should not undermine the complexity of the discipline and that 
is why every student who studies English at Hadley Learning Community 
should feel challenged with every piece of work that they do. To be challenged is to push ourselves to be the best that we can be; 
this concept acts as the foundation of learning for all of our staff and students and can be found at the heart of our curriculum 
for every year group. 

From there, our curriculum has been built on the philosophy of the learning journey, which considers where students are before 
they arrive, where they will want to be when they leave and who they will become whilst they are with us. We will ensure that 
students not only accrue the knowledge and skills that they need to succeed on this journey but also feel encouraged to explore 
their own relationship with language, literature, and the world around them. 

We have designed our curriculum so that students revisit core skills in the same term in every year: our Autumn units focus 
on fiction reading and imaginative writing, our Spring units are based around non-fiction reading and writing, and our Summer 
units are focused on exploring drama and spoken language. Our 17 core skills are split across reading, writing and speaking and 
listening and are mapped so that each skill is practiced and developed every year from year seven to year eleven.’

Students who study Art and Design at HLC will be successful, enthusiastic 
and resilient learners. They will confidently and creatively record, explore and 
develop their ideas. Students will become proficient in drawing, painting, 
sculptural, graphic and textile techniques. Students will be inquisitive.  They 
will enjoy learning about great contemporary and traditional artists, craft 
makers and designers and understand the historical and cultural development 
of their art forms. 

Students will learn to evaluate and analyse creative works using the 
language of art, craft and design and have a strong understanding of the 
formal elements. They will develop an ability to interpret, make judgments 
and express opinions and show respect for the work others. Students will 
be inspired by the way, in which art and design both reflects and shapes our 
history and the world around us. The Art and Design team aim to create 
a learning environment in which students feel they belong, are safe and 
supported in their creative journey. The success and achievements of students 
in the department is actively celebrated through our displays and exhibitions.

English

Art & Design



Languages
At HLC you can study French or Spanish and have the opportunity to 
sit exams in other native languages such as Polish. Students will learn 
about different cultures, customs and traditions to ensure that they 
develop a better understanding of languages and the people around 
the world who speak them.  In the world of work, it is advantageous 
to hire employees with diverse language skills in a company looking to 
refine business globalisation efforts.  In an increasingly globalised world, 
languages open up travel opportunities and the chance to study, live 
and work abroad whether your child wants to be a sportsman, dancer, 
teacher, engineer, businessman, musician, actor or graphic designer... 
The world is your oyster!

The Maths Department provides a vibrant, positive environment where 
all students are given the belief and the opportunity to achieve their 
potential through high quality learning experiences and outstanding 
levels of support. The Mathematics curriculum aims to equip pupils with 
the knowledge, ability and functionality to solve problems by applying 
their mathematic skills to a variety of real life problems; this is supported 
by embedding and regular reinforcing cross curricular skills through the 
five strands of Mathematics; Number, Algebra, Probability, Statistics and 
Ratio and Proportion. 

Using their knowledge of these strands, students will be able to 
simplify problems into a series of smaller steps that will enable them 
to solve, reason and justify their solution to any problem.  We want 
the pupils of Hadley Learning Community to question what and why 
they are learning in order to gain a much deeper understanding and 
knowledge of Mathematics. We will inspire our students to appreciate 
the power and beauty of Mathematics and to gain a sense of enjoyment 
and curiosity from the Mathematics that surrounds them in everyday life. 

We have a fundamental belief that all students are able to succeed in Mathematics. Their achievement is enabled through the 
process of intelligent practice, effective curriculum sequencing, and instilling a love of Mathematics which will inspire our students 
to believe in themselves, enjoy the subject and to succeed. 

Throughout Key Stage 4, students will follow the Edexcel Linear GCSE Course either at Foundation or Higher tier.

Maths



In Computing and IT lessons we have enthusiastic and engaged students 
who are excited by the lessons that they are taught. Our students want to 
achieve, make a difference and thrive in Computing and IT and they do this 
through hard work and the determination to succeed. Demonstration and 
student-led learning is a large part of the curriculum when studying digital 
literacy, IT and Computer Science. All units of work are based on situations 
they would find in the world in which we live to give a clear context to 
each lesson that students can easily relate to or gain knowledge about. 

The Computing and IT Curriculum at KS3 aims to equip students to 
be responsible users of IT through many different routes underpinned by 
online safety.  There is a focus on the ideas and principles of computation 
and how digital technology works.  This sits alongside the experience of 
programming which is a great way for students to learn how to apply computer science techniques. Our aim is to have students 
that can understand, and relate, the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, logic, 
algorithms and data representation.  Our intention is that all students will be able to analyse problems in computational terms, 
have repeated practical experience of writing computer programs in order to solve such problems, evaluate and apply new or 
unfamiliar information technology analytically. Alongside this they will undertake creative projects looking at Media, the internet 
and Cybersecurity. This gives a well-rounded curriculum base across the three strands of Computing.

At KS4 we build on the foundations set at KS3, looking at how the UK has positioned itself to be the ‘digital capital of Europe’ 
as it continues to invest billions every year in digital skills and commerce. The units give students the opportunity to develop 
sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment which includes the development of key skills that prove 
their aptitude in digital information technology. Students get the opportunity to apply knowledge and skills practically through 
project work, such as planning and designing a user interface and developing a dashboard to interpret trends in data.

We want all students to be responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication 
technology. Through lesson time, extended projects and extra opportunities, students will all have a well-rounded, thorough 
subject knowledge that has a clear foundation and solid understanding for the future.

Computing

Religious Studies
At HLC students will enjoy the opportunity to study a broad religious 
curriculum. Religion is an important element to understanding humanity 
in all its forms. With over five billion people on Earth considering 
themselves as part of a religion the study of its traditions and practices 
is of paramount importance on an ever more divided planet. At HLC 
we aim to provide a fascinating insight into world religion and how it 
affects people’s day-to-day lives. We deal with a wide range of ethical 
and philosophical ideas leading to multiple opportunities for debate 
where the sharing of passionate opinions is positively encouraged. Belief 
in the religions we explore is neither compulsory nor encouraged but 
understanding of them very much is. Religious Studies allows our pupils 
to engage and flourish in their ever more diverse communities and 
today in 2020, Religious Studies is more relevant than it has ever been. 



Curriculum
Studies
Science
‘13.5 billion years ago, matter, energy, 
time and space came into being in what is 
known as the Big Bang. The story of these 
fundamental features of our universe is 
known as Physics.’

‘About 300,000 years after their 
appearance, matter and energy started 
to coalesce into complex structures 
called atoms, which then combined into 
molecules. The story of atoms, molecules 
and their interaction are called Chemistry.’

‘About 3.8 billion years ago, on a planet 
called Earth, certain molecules combined 
to form particularly large and intricate 
structures called organisms. The story of 
organisms is called Biology.’

Science at HLC, focuses on all 
three fundamental sciences; biology, 
chemistry and physics, giving your child a 
wholesome appreciation of the sciences.

By establishing a practical, reflective and 
supportive approach, your child will be 
guided through these three disciplines.

Your child will design and carry 
out increasingly complex, scientific 
investigations, propose their own 
hypothesis based on their own 
knowledge, interpret scientific data 
and finally evaluate data form a valid 
conclusion. These are skills that are not 
only heavily desired within the workplace 
but also highly important when making 
informed decisions from food and lifestyle 
choices to comparing gas and electricity 
providers.

The sciences support your child in 
developing into a well-rounded individual, 
who has a deep understanding of the 
world around them, and the ability to 
critically evaluate information in order 
to make informed choices that impact 
upon their daily lives as opposed to simply 
taking things at face value.



Performing 
Arts

Performing Arts are at the heart of HLC’s ethos 
with all students studying Dance, Drama & Music 
throughout KS3. We are incredibly proud of our 
students who we nurture to achieve their personal 
best in all three disciplines, both in the classroom 
and through our extensive range of extra-curricular 
activities. The Performing Arts Team seek to inspire 
a love for the Arts and capture the imagination of 
our students who enjoy learning through practical 
activities which encompass a wide range of dance, 
acting and musical styles. 

At KS3, our schemes include African Drumming, 
Samba, Ukulele, Street Dance, Musical Theatre, 
Shakespeare and Super Heroes to name just a few. 
Through these schemes, students develop their 
creativity in a safe and respectful environment 
where they can learn to trust their ideas and abilities 
and grow in confidence whilst honing teamwork, 
communication and cooperation skills.

At KS4 students can opt to take a BTEC course 
in Dance, Drama or Music. These courses develop 
knowledge and understanding by applying their 
learning to a work-related context and also provide 
our students with many performance opportunities. 
They will study and replicate the work of 
professional practitioners as well as developing their 
creative skills through choreography, composition 
and devising.  

Enrichment activities include a range of 
instrumental lessons, Vocal Group, who 
have recently performed at the Birmingham 
Conservatoire, Steel Band, Street Dance, Boy’s 
Dance, Contemporary Dance, Schools Shakespeare 
Festival and Dance Company for our gifted and 
talented dancers who compete annually in ‘The 
Great Big Dance Off’ competition, always making 



it through to the national final, One of the highlights of the 
year is our school production. In February we took a cast of 
70 to perform West Side Story at Oakengates theatre. This 
challenging show was a huge success with one member of the 
public posting online that they thought they were watching a 
professional performance until Mr Roberts delivered his speech 
at the end of the show. We are now looking forward to next 
year’s show ‘All Shook Up’ as well as our performance of Hamlet 
at Theatre Severn and our annual dance show Dance Fest. 
Theatre visits are also a regular feature of the year including at 
least one residential trip to London to see West End shows and 
take part in professional workshops.  

Students with a talent and passion for our subjects are 
pushed to perform at the highest level. We provide professional 
opportunities and experiences which will prepare them for 
further study and a potential career in the industry.



Business and Enterprise at HLC is taught at KS4 and adds an exciting dimension to 
learning.  In Year 9, students are offered the extra-curricular opportunity to run their own 
business through Young Enterprise Tenner Programme. This gives them a real experience of 
working in a team, planning, manufacturing, selling and the bit they all love – calculating 
their profit, if they’re lucky enough to make some following their £10 loan!  

In Year 10, we run 2 business courses; BTEC Enterprise and WJEC Retail Business. For 
BTEC Enterprise, coursework is completed on market research, business successes and 
entrepreneurship. The second piece of coursework takes them to the ‘Dragons Den’. 
Students create a full business proposal and pitch it ‘in the den’. The final part of the 
course is an exam based unit on promotional techniques and financial management. For 
Retail Business, there are 2 controlled assessments and one exam. The controlled assessments focus on customer service and 
retail management solutions whereby students investigate issues of a business and put forward their justified improvements. 
Both courses provide opportunities to work directly with local business owners giving students the opportunity to interview key 
business personnel through our on-going relationships with local manufacturers and as a contrast – a local sweet shop. 

We create a practical business experience throughout Key Stage 4. In Year 10, we invite Year 10s to represent the school in 
Young Enterprise’s Company Programme, where HLC regularly win awards in the Shropshire regional finals. 

Our Careers Programme complements the Business course with CV workshops and interview practice.  By the time students 
‘graduate’ from Year 11, they will become determined individuals who can confidently enter the world of work, make reasoned 
judgements and communicate effectively at all levels.  

Business

Engineering
At HLC, by the end of KS3, pupils will understand what it is to be an engineer. Pupils 
will have a curiosity and fascination in finding out about the roles of engineers 
including how they impact and shape the world that we live in. They will also have an 
understanding of the different types of engineering jobs that are currently available. 
They will have developed a passion and commitment to the subject. Our pupils will 
have an excellent knowledge of how engineers use and select materials that are 
relevant in relation to their working properties for their purpose/environment. 

Pupils will develop a comprehensive understanding of the engineering design 
process. This process will enable them to solve problems, or a need that has been 
identified and develop a practical solution in order to address the issue. They will 
have good spatial/ coordination awareness and be able to use a wide range of tools, 
machinery and software effectively and confidently. They will be able to carry out 
increasingly complex, independent engineering enquiries; ask their own relevant 
questions; make sense of engineering information and data; think and reflect critically about different viewpoints that differ from 
their own and justify their own view in reaching conclusions.

The foundations laid in KS3 will help them to go on to succeed in KS4. They will have the knowledge and understanding of the 
properties of materials and how they impact the use of the chosen material deciding if it is suitable for the requirement within 
the engineering design process, as this will help them to plan out in different stages of what needs to be done to be successful. 
Engineers at Hadley Learning Community will have an appreciation for the world they live in and a deep understanding of 
how their actions as engineers can have a positive impact on the people and environment around them locally, nationally and 
worldwide.



627

The 627 Teaching Team

HLC understands that some children may be nervous about 
the move from primary to secondary school. This time of 
transition can be a point of worry for some parents as well 
as their children, especially if children have any additional 
needs. 

  At HLC we believe that it is crucial that all children 
have a curriculum and environment that suits them and 
that is why we created the transition phase, called TEAM 
627.

  The TEAM 627 pathway at HLC is designed 
specifically for those learners who join us whilst 
working toward national expectations in their Key Stage 
2 Reading SATs. The purpose is to provide an educational 
experience that will lead its learners to make accelerated 
progress and make achievements at least in line with their 
peers. This is achieved through a nurturing and forward 
-thinking delivery method. The mini-school is set up to 
manage a maximum of 40 learners in Year 7 within bespoke 
classrooms and with dedicated level-specific teachers.

  The curriculum involves an emphasis of ‘primary-style’ 
delivery within the nurturing ‘mini-school’ environment. It 
is designed around seven key themes - or ‘Big Questions’ - 
that encourage cross-curricular links and the application of 
skills across National Curriculum subjects. All subjects are 
delivered by dedicated secondary and primary trained staff. 
In addition to this focused approach we utilise the expertise 
and facilities at HLC with TEAM 627 students following a 
traditional Engineering (including Art), PE and Performing 
Arts provision. However, elements of these National 
Curriculum areas will be delivered as appropriate throughout 
the bespoke curriculum wherever they help to create links 
and add to the TEAM 627 experience.

Year on year our Team 627 Learners achieve at least 
expected progress, with many making more than expected 
progress. This year’s class have much to live up to!
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Have you ever wanted to pull the best wheelies? Have 

you ever wanted to make your friends jealous and to 

pull a wheelie until you don’t want to do anymore? 

Well you’ve come to the right page!
1.  First, get a bike that is in good condition with a 

comfortable seat.2.  Soon after that, try pulling up your handlebars, 

dropping them down continuously to get used to the 

motion.
3.  Sometimes, try to use your feet so you know how to use your legs to stop 

you falling off completely. 
4.  Pull up and lean back. Don’t bring the bike to you or else you will fl ip 

because you will pedal too hard and you won’t be able to keep your 

balance. 
5.  I suggest choosing a bike that is light to pick up and not too hard to 

pedal. Suggested bikes are Voodoo, Trek, Carrera and collective bikes 

(C100). Voodoo is around £500, C100 is around £500, Trek are usually 

about £700 and Carrera are approximately£300. 

6.  Find the perfect gear for you because you don’t want to pedal too fast or 

too slow because too fast will drain you and too slow you will fl ip your 

bike over. 7.  When you’re doing a wheelie, do not stand up because you will put too 

much weight on the bike and it makes it harder to pedal. So you may 

struggle to keep your balance.
VOODOO - £500

TREK - £700

CARRERA - £300

C100 - £500

by Emmanuel Tuffour
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T here are many different types of trainers. Trainers can be worn for lots of sports 

and just for fashion.  My passion is bike life (see Emmanuel’s article).  To be the 

best at wheelies, you must wear the right trainers. Air force 1s are an awesome 

choice although expensive, (around £50.00 or £90.00). These fantastic trainers are a 

favourite amongst bikelife people.  
Designed by Bruce Kilgore, Nike’s Air Force Ones hit the shops back in 1982.  

Amazingly, they have changed a lot over the decades and have been used for many 

different sports.Years later, in 2001 Nike changed the style and introduced lots of colourful detail.  This 

made the trainers even more popular, especially with influential rappers and artists.

In 2017 Air Force One celebrated their 35th Anniversary! 

Today, people who enjoy wheelying choose Air Force Ones.  As well as being 

comfortable, the bottom of the shoe is nice and smooth, which 

makes it better to scrape the foot for a trick or wheelie.

What do you think they will look like in 2050?  This got me 

thinking of what my perfect Air Force One might look like so, 

I asked the talented Mr Thompson to help put my ideas on to 

paper.  Here is the result…

Air Force Awesome!

NIKE RAPStop making excuses, Stop putting it off!
Get yourself active, Get looking your best! 

Kick off your slippers, Then run to the west!

Step into your Nikes, Run faster than a bike!
Wind, rain or snow See those Nikes go!

So go for a jog  Look out for that dog!
A Nike rap byIntazar Mahdi 

By Zack Furgusson
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Physical
Education

The KS3 & 4 Physical Education core programme 
gives students the opportunity to focus on further 
developing the skills learnt during Key Stage 2 & 3 and 
subsequently introduces these skills into competitive 
situations. Students become more skillful and intelligent 
performers, acquiring and developing skills whilst 
learning how to select and apply skills and basic tactics 
to game situations. The students also develop positive 
attitudes to participation in physical activity.

The Physical Education department at Hadley 
Learning Community has a plethora of experienced staff 
who have expertise in a range of different activity areas. 
As a department, we have a range of passions and 
experiences, yet we all have a common goal to mould 
and nurture our students in order for them to find and 
explore their own passion and develop their expertise. 
We promote exploration of activities and encourage the 
use of enjoyment whilst learning, allowing students to 
get things wrong in order for them to learn from the 
experience and develop their resilience. Students leave 
our subject more confident with a developed range of 
transferable life skills. We aim for students to gain a 
passion for one or more activity areas that they have 
experienced within the PE Curriculum.

The Physical Education department offer clubs every 
morning and afternoon, enabling students to access 
a vast amount of sports. For those students interested 
in specific sports we offer an annual sports tour where 
the PE staff organise and attend a long trip to a range 
of destinations. We want to give our students the 
chance to experience different cultures, which ordinarily 
would be out of reach. The most recent tour was the 
Belgium football and netball tour, where 64 students 
attended and competed across Belgium in competitive 
tournaments and events.



Students who choose PE at KS4 
will access a highly successful BTEC 
sports course. This includes a varied 
content of fitness, leadership and 
anatomy/physiology. Our most 
results year on year continue to be 
above national expectations and 
students leave prepared for further 
education.

Finally, we take great pride in our 
extra-curricular activities where we 
enable students to enjoy sport both 
inside and outside of a competitive 
environment, we offer an array of 
clubs to attend every night and 
before school allowing access to all 
students. We have seen some many 
successes including:

•  Shropshire All Years athletics 
champions

•  Telford and Wrekin gymnastic 
champions

• District Cup football champions

• Y9 County Cup finalists

•  KS3 Telford and Wrekin basketball 
champions



S.E.N.D ( Special Educational 
Needs & Disability) at HLC
At HLC we believe that our students with special educational needs and disabilities should be fully included in everything that we 
do.  Inclusive, accessible teaching is an intrinsic part of this; no amount of specialist provision can take the place of good teaching.  
Our support staff are based within subject areas, allowing us to build a strong team around the child, to enable them to become 
independent, successful learners.   

Over the last twelve months we have reflected on the provision and support that we offer in school and have created 
a structured package of more specialist provision for our learners, to include a specialist classroom where we can deliver 
intervention programmes in areas like literacy, numeracy, study skills, processing & memory and fine & gross motor skills; a 
wellbeing room which is built upon principles of nurture, allowing our students a safe transition point between home and school 
and access to high quality programmes in emotional literacy and wellbeing, an academic achievement centre where pupils can 
learn more independently, have time for highly focused one to one teaching, or access a safe, break out space from the classroom 
and a safe and secure self-regulation space where students can calm down or regulate following sensory overload.

We value working alongside parents and we are particularly pleased when you get in touch to give us advice on how best to 
support your child. Before your child comes to HLC you will be invited to help us plan for your child’s needs.



Beyond the 
Classroom

In addition to our comprehensive sports and performing art 
afterschool provision, we offer a broad range of both academic 
and vocational after school clubs.

As part of our Citizens’ Curriculum, we deliver two of the 
programmes from The Young Enterprise programme; The 
Tenner Challenge in Year 9 and Company Programme in Year 
10. 

These two programmes support the development of ‘soft 
skills’, often referred to as ‘employability skills’ in our students. 

Both programmes support students in learning how to create 
and operate their own companies. The Tenner Challenge is 
a national competition where students are challenged with 
setting up and running a company from their own starting 
point. A £10 loan is available should the team require start-
up funds, but the team does not have to use it. Teams are 
challenged with developing their own product, manufacturing 
the product, developing their own brand and then selling their 
products to the public. HLC extends this programme further 
by carrying out two trade fairs – one at Christmas and one at 
Easter, allowing the teams to sell their products to a broader 
market. The national competition finalists and winners are 
announced after the Easter fair has taken place. 

The Challenge develops a range of skills including teamwork, 
financial management, leadership and presentation skills and it 

also provides an exciting experience for students to use in their 
Business Studies course. The Tenner Challenge is also offered to 
students outside of Business classes as an after-school activity. 

The Young Enterprise Company Programme is offered to 
Year 10 students. HLC has a strong history within Young 
Enterprise, as we sponsor one of the Regional Awards and 
have also won several awards at the Regional Competition 
in previous years. Students have the opportunity to develop 
their Tenner Challenge company further or they can start 
a new business. The students set up their team, allocate 
company roles and then have to raise their start-up money 
before manufacturing their chosen product. Whilst the Young 
Enterprise teams will join both the Christmas and Easter 
Trade fairs, they also trade on several occasions at events in 
Shrewsbury and Telford Town Centre. At one of these Trade 
Fairs, the students will be judged on their “pop-up-shop” and 
their choice of products  sold. Winners are declared at the 
Regional Finals after Easter. The responsibility and learning 
students undertake on this programme is outstanding. Whilst 
a lot may be asked of the teams, students develop the skills 
and determination to succeed in this national programme. 
Taking part in this programme alongside their school work is an 
achievement and supports applications for jobs and 6th form 
colleges very well.

Young Enterprise making their productsTenner Challenge 2019 Winners



The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme has been delivered at Hadley 
Learning Community School  for many years.  The scheme aims to 
recognise the achievements of young people and to inspire, guide and 
support them in a journey of self-development.  It is a nationally recognised 
award that employers, colleges and universities hold in high regard and 
perfectly illustrates the school’s commitment to offer high quality extra-
curricular provision to complement excellent academic attainment.  The 
school offers Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver Awards.  Students from 
Years 9 and 10 have the opportunity to take on the challenges posed 
by the award which is achieved by completing a personal programme of 
activities, coupled with assessed overnight expeditions.  Recently, Hadley 
Learning Community was named by Central England’s DofE as ‘ best in 
practice’, leading the way in DofE delivery.  This practice has resulted 
in 100% of our DofE participants achieving their awards.  In 2018, The 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme lowered the age for taking part; this 
has enabled us for the first time, to offer our successful Year 9  Bronze 
participants the option to continue in Year 10 to gain their Silver award. 
Within our school, we have a dedicated team of enthusiastic, highly 
trained DofE qualified outdoor education staff, who are always available to 
support participants in reaching their objectives.



Hadley Learning Community has been working closely 
with Wolverhampton University and Aspire to HE, to 
provide opportunities for our pupils to access a range of 
activities to both increase attainment and explore the many 
opportunities in higher education. 

Working with Aspire to HE, HLC’s Year 10 students 
in both 2018 and 2019 have completed the Scholars 
Programme. The Scholars Programme starts with students 
visiting two leading universities. The students are then 
taught university-style tutorials by current PHd tutors. Many 
of these researchers are lecturers to students at university 
level, so it is a unique opportunity for our students to 
experience university-style teaching. At the end of the 2018 
and 2019 programmes pupils completed a final assignment 
of  2,500 words and obtained equivalent university gradings 
of 1st, 2:1 and 2:2 class honours. These awards were then 
celebrated at a graduation ceremony, with the most recent 
graduation enjoyed at the prestigious Bristol University.

Through collaboration with Aspire to HE, HLC’s Year 10 
student participated in the Speak Out Programme. The aim 
of the programme was to amplify young people’s voices by 

building confidence, developing skills and creating platforms for 
young people to share their stories and ideas to empower not 
only themselves but each other. HLC had huge success with the 
Speakers Trust, winning 1st and 2nd place in a Regional West 
Midlands Final and being the only Midlands school with two 
student representatives at the Grand Final.

Students at HLC have also attended University trips to a range 
of Universities, including Oxford, Bath, Birmingham, Manchester, 
to name just a few. Whilst visiting these universities, students 
have experienced first hand the life of a university student and 
the opportunities that university study could offer. Year 11 HLC 
students have attended a Conference on Law, Criminology and 
Social Injustice; Year 9 students have spent a day at Walsall 
Football Club, exploring the range of job opportunities linked 
with football clubs.

Collaboration with Aspire to HE has allowed HLC to invite 
other institutes in to deliver a range of engaging activities and 
interventions. These have included events such as, A Volatile 
History of Chemistry, Mission Transmission Exploration of Physics, 
Elevate Exam Revision Skills Sessions and Medical Mavericks Jobs 
in Medicine. 

2019/20 promises to be another exciting year, working with 
Aspire to HE to raise students’ aspirations and provide a range of 
opportunities outside of the normal classroom environment.



A success 
story from 
Lauren Ball 
former 
HLC 
Student 
Lauren Ball has found herself in the media spotlight since she 
left HLC to take up an apprenticeship with Shrewsbury-based 
engineering firm Caterpillar.

Her voice has been heard on the radio, she has been on 
ITV Central’s regional news programme, featured in local and 
national newspapers and also met Ludlow MP Philip Dunne.

Her role in promoting apprenticeships for youngsters – 
especially females – has seen her win an award as Learner of 
the Year for In-Comm Academies Engineering.

And she is grateful for the role that HLC has played in helping 
her get on the career ladder.

She started in the reception class in the Primary phase and 
progressed through the school, successfully gaining her GCSE 
qualifications in the summer of 2017.

She said: “Schools do tend to try and push you towards 
Sixth Form, but through the influence of my family and then 
advice from school I decided I wanted to do an engineering 
apprenticeship.

“I spoke to (Head of the Engineering Department) Mr Lee 
Johnson and told him what I wanted to do and he really helped 
me.

“Before the interview stage for the job, he went through with 
me what to expect and what sort of questions they would ask.”

She said school Principal Paul Roberts has also been very 
supportive.

Her aim is to qualify as a Quality Engineer with Caterpillar, 
and her four-year course has seen her spent much of the 
past year at the new Marches Manufacturing and Technology 
College in Bridgnorth.

 “There has been a lot of publicity about the college as I was 
part of the first cohort. They wanted me to do it as I was the 
only female full-time student,” she added.

“We need to see more women coming into the industry. 
Hopefully I can set an example and show them it is a good 
career to get into. Plus, I am also promoting Caterpillar, which 
can only be good for the firm.”

Going into engineering was not Lauren’s first plan for a 
career. She had thought about becoming a primary school 
teacher, but work experience organised through school helped 
her to change her mind.

“I have always loved engineering, and then through 
engineering projects at school plus trips to the likes of Jaguar 
Land Rover helped to open my eyes to the possibilities.

“The trips helped me to see what it would be like to work 
in a factory and helped me make up my mind about my future 
career.” 

A success 
story from 
Lauren Ball 
former 
HLC 
Student 



Careers at 
HLC
Our vision is to provide a meaningful and challenging learning journey of careers education.  We want our students to have the 
highest aspirations for their futures when they leave HLC and if that means breaking the mould, we don’t mind. 

Our students experience a broad and rich range of careers based activities starting in Year 7 and preparing them for their post-
16 decisions when they complete their time at HLC. Our school has worked hard to ensure that we are fully meeting the Gatsby 
benchmarks, which have been set out by the government to ensure that schools are delivering high quality and relevant careers 
advice and guidance.

Through partnerships with many companies across the Telford area and broader midlands region, our students are learning and 
developing the skills and qualities that will be required for them to be successful in the workplace and their futures. 

All subject areas are delivering specific content about careers pathways and roles that are relevant to their subject areas. This 
allows our students to link the subjects they enjoy to potential career pathways and inform decision making about their further 
and higher education options.

The Careers programme we deliver ensures that students are exposed to employees and employers both inside and outside of 
school, so that the real world is brought into the classroom and inspires our students.

Partnerships with Higher Education and other external partners allows our students to gain experience of a wide range of 
different companies, industries and taster activities to open their eyes to the opportunities that will be available to them when 
they leave school.

All students at HLC take part in a weeklong work experience placement during Year 10. This placement is organised by the 
students themselves. Importantly, the application process through submission of a CV, application letters and following an 
interview process is as important an experience as the placement itself.

Work experience with Denso, earning their Industrial Cadets Silver award



Project 
Hadley –
Giving Back 
to Our 
Community
Project Hadley aims to offer students the opportunity to gain new 
experiences and to give them access to activities that will help them to 
stand out from the crowd when preparing for working life. Participation 
in Project Hadley activities helps students to consolidate their leadership, 
organisation, resilience, initiative and communication skills.

In 2018/19 we have had a large number of teams working under the 
Project Hadley umbrella – These include Academic Mentors, Community, 
Charity, Duke of Edinburgh, Enrichment, Enterprise, Literacy, Media, 
Numeracy, Sports Leaders, STEM and Welfare. Alongside this we also 
have a Student Parliament which involves representatives from each 
group.

A number of activities took place during 2018/19. The Community 
group ran an OAP Christmas dinner where people from the local 
area came into school and were treated to an afternoon of food 
and entertainment. D of E ran many expeditions including camping 
overnight on the Wrekin. The Parliament group were heavily involved 
in ideas for the new canteen including working with a chef to design a 
new dish. The Charity Team raised money for a wide range of different 
charities. Welfare delivers a peer mentoring group which has seen 
students receive specialist training to help others within the wider 
school community.

The year finished on a high with Project Hadley Activity Day. There 
were various trips alongside activities in school which were run by each 
of the Project Hadley groups.

All these exciting activities have been captured through video and 
photographs by the Media team. They have also been to sporting 
fixtures to capture success.



Keeping you in 
touch…

MyChildAtSchool is the online portal that we use at HLC to communicate with our parents. This portal sources information 
directly from our Management Information System and allows parents to access live information on their child’s progress at HLC. 
Information available includes

• Attendance and Punctuality

• Behaviour Logs – Positive and Negative

• Access to all school reports in PDF format

• Timetable and Teacher information

To support our continual drive have a positive impact on the environment and to be a more sustainable organisation, we now 
operate a paperless reporting system and Parents use the MCAS system to access their child’s reports. These reports are retained 
within the MCAS system, allowing parents to review progress against previous year’s reports and see the progress their child has 
made whilst at HLC.

Show My Homework is the portal which all teachers set 
homework through. This portal allows both Students 
and importantly parents to keep up to date with 
homework allocated and ensure that the student meets 
the deadline for each homework.

If you have forgotten or misplaced your username and 
password to access either of these online portals, please 
contact your tutor who will be able to send you details 
for each of the user accounts for MCAS and SMHW.



Consistently placed in the top 100 schools for progress

Hadley Learning Community
Crescent Road, Telford, TF1 5JU

Tel: 01952 387000 - Email: hlcadmin@taw.org.uk
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