
Curriculum Coverage in the Department of Performing Arts - Drama 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9  Year 10 Year 11 
Unit 
1 

Topic: The Haunted School 
 
Knowledge: 
An Introduction to Drama- The 
Haunted School.  
This unit is aimed at Year 7 pupils with, 
perhaps little experience of Drama. It 
introduces students to the nature of 
Drama. This happens in the context of 
young people exploring the issue of 
bullying; identifying what may be done 
to help overcome it. 
The unit follows a simple narrative set 
in a fictional school, ‘a school filled with 
fear’. This drama works in metaphor. A 
haunted school safely allows us to look 
at the issue of bullying.  
 
Skills: 
Pupils are introduced to frozen images, 
thought tracking, improvisation, hot-
seating along with teacher-in-role, 
which are key techniques that form the 
basis of development in drama and will 
be revisited next year. 
Pupils will perform every lesson and 
have the opportunity to bring in 
costume and use the lighting rig and 
sound system to introduce them to the 
technical aspect of Drama.  
 

 

Topic: Identity 
 
Knowledge: 
Identity. 
Students now have a years’ experience 
of drama, creating stories, characters 
and performing.  The overall objective 
of this unit is to have the pupils 
understand how an audience can be 
hooked by both story and character, 
capturing their interest and 
imaginations from the beginning. This 
skill to entertain and be aware of the 
audience’s enjoyment and not just the 
performer’s enjoyment is crucial to 
future exam success at KS4. 
The story evolves every lesson and a 
sense of mystery and excitement 
develops. It is very important that the 
pupils really enjoy this unit in order to 
maintain their love of drama going into 
Year 8. 
This unit looks at how a person learns 
to understand those around them and 
not take them for granted. The unit 
then looks at how people learn to trust 
again. Although the final revelation is 
fantastical in the extreme, it is balanced 
by an emotional core which allows 
students to reflect on the question of 
family. 
Skills: 
Students will re-visit drama techniques 
and styles introduced in Year 7. They 
will also use the techniques of whole –
group- in role, teacher-in-role and non-
naturalism. 
 
 
 

Topic: Drama Skills and 
Techniques Progression. 
 
Knowledge: 
Stand-alone sessions focussing on a 
different topic each week adding and 
revisiting drama techniques and 
building self-confidence and 
resilience.  
Topics include- The News, Seven 
Deadly Sins, Fairy Tales, Morality 
Stories, 7word scripts. 
 
Skills: Devising, improvisation, 
presentation, staging, blocking, 
analysis, group work, projection, 
gesture, directing, responding to a 
stimulus, characterisation, 
performance. Frozen image, hot 
seating, narration. 
 
Physical Theatre- Goldilocks 

 

Knowledge: 

To understand the foundations of 

Physical Theatre and apply these 

techniques in Performance. 

 

Skills: 

Performance, devising, team work, 

vocal work, audience intentions, 

comedy. 

 
NC Links: Preparation for Btec Tech 
Award Performing Arts. 
 

Autumn 
Term 

BTEC Drama 
Topic: Exploring the Performing 
Arts. 
 
Knowledge:   
Examine professional practitioners’ 
performance material, creative 
outcomes and purpose.  
Explore acting styles and genre. 
Investigate artistic purpose.  Examine 
roles and responsibilities in the theatre. 
Take part in workshops to explore 
rehearsing, performing, creating 
performance material.  
 
Skills:  

• Performance skills. 
• Analytical skills.  
• Improvisation skills. 

 
AOs: Learning Aims- A, B and C. 

BTEC Drama 
Topic: Exploring the Performing Arts  
 
Knowledge: 
• Acting styles 
• Practitioners  
• Professional work – Blood 

Brothers, Teechers, Too Much 
Punch for Judy 

• Creative intentions 
• Purpose  
• Practitioners' roles, 

responsibilities and skills  
• Processes, techniques and 

approaches used in 
performance  

 
Skills: 
• Analytical skills 
• Exploration of techniques  
• Improvisation skills  

 
 
Learning Aims 
A: Examine professional 
practitioners’ performance work  
B: Explore the interrelationships 
between constituent features of 
existing performance material 
 
MOCK EXAM OF  
COMPONENT 3 
 
 
 

Unit 
2 

Topic: Status 

Knowledge 
Status is a fundamental concept in 
drama, whether as a tool to analyse 
scenes shown or texts studied, or to 
apply to character development and 
relationships in devised work. 
Therefore, the ability to understand 
and apply the concept of status, both in 
making and evaluating the drama is a 
key skill. 
 
 
Skills 

Topic: The Bully Dance. 
 
Knowledge 
This theme helps pupils to grow as 
caring citizens of the world. Working 
around the areas of the bully, the 
bullied and the bystander using poems, 
scripts and stories will enable pupils to 
empathize and see alternative ways of 
behaving and responding. Through 
drama work they will explore the 
complexities of trusting, negotiating, 
problem solving, cooperating and 
working with others. 

Topic: An Introduction to 
Stanislavski. 
 
Knowledge 
Students will cover the salient points 
that Stanislavski made in his many 
books and studio experiments. They 
will cover the main areas of The 
System in a logical form so that they 
may be easily followed and 
understood by students and to 
explore them in purely practical 
terms so that each theory of The 
System is tested through practice. As 
Stanislavski is referred to as the 

Spring 
Term 

Topic: Explore the interrelationships 
between constituent features of 
existing performance material. 
 
Knowledge: Students will explore 
extracts of repertoire in workshops and 
classes, allowing them to develop 
understanding of the processes, 
techniques and approaches used in 
performance.  
 
Skills:  

• Rehearsal 
• Production 
• Performance. 

Topic:  
Component 3- Responding to a 
brief 
 
Knowledge: 
• Stimulus 
• Target audience 
• Resources  
• Style 
• Structure  
• Influences of practitioners  
• Dramatic devices. 
 

 
Skills: 



Also crucial is the cluster of skills which 
underpin effective spontaneous 
improvisation: offering and accepting 
ideas, endowing, building on rather 
than blocking others’ creativity and 
allowing the pupils own words to flow 
without self-consciousness or fear.  
Pupils are encouraged to draw on their 
own experiences so far of drama. 

The activities in this unit require a 
certain level of group cohesion, mutual 
support and individual experience. 

Working onwards and outwards this 
unit allows students to articulate their 
perception of their place in the word 
while making connections beyond their 
immediate experience.  

The Bully Dance will help pupils to 
understand why people bully and how 
they may stop. We will build an 
understanding of a target’s perspective 
by taking a role that promotes 
empathy. Pupils will consider strategies 
for dealing more effectively with 
bullies. 
 
Skills: 
 We will explore issues using scripts, 
poetry and novel extracts. Pupils will 
explore techniques for rehearsing and 
presenting choral dramatization with 
poetry.  
 

 

‘father of modern theatre’ with nearly 
all other practitioners using him as a 
starting point this is excellent 
groundwork for those students who 
continue to study Drama at KS4. 
 
Skills: 
We will explore Stanislavski’s System 
by starting with creating our own 
Silent Movie, focussing on melodrama 
and the difference between a 
stereotypical character and a real life/ 
naturalistic character. 
Improvisation to develop imagination. 
Understanding the Magic If and Given 
Circumstances. 
Concentration and Circles of 
Attention. 
Speech Versatility and Control. 
Communication. 
Vocal Communication- Subtext. 
Tempo-Rhythm. 
 

 
AOs: Learning Aims A, B and C. 

• Research 
• Communication 
• Organisational skills   
• Creative/improvisation/ 

decision making  
• Application of performance 

skills and techniques 
• Evaluation  

 
 
AOs 
AO1 Understand how to respond to a 
brief 
AO2 Select and develop skills and 
techniques in response to a brief 
AO3 Apply skills and techniques in a 
workshop performance in response 
to a 
brief 
AO4 Evaluate the development 
process 
and outcome in response to a brief 
 
 

Unit 
3 

Topic: The Tempest 

Knowledge: 
During this unit pupils explore various 
themes such as colonisation, over-
protective parents and prejudice based 
on a person’s appearance.  Using 
techniques learned in the past two 
units and introducing the new 
technique of theatrical convention 
pupils can explore these themes in 
depth and create sophisticated 
performances. 
Pupils will learn to recognise the 
importance of effective dramatic 
structure, both in making and 
responding to the drama. 

Skills 
Pupils will consolidate their ability to 
apply and appraise spontaneous 
improvisation, suspension of disbelief, 
thought tracking, empathy, frozen 
images and whole group images. Pupils 
will deepen their ability to use space, 
movement and sound to communicate 
meaning. 
Pupils will explore and understand the 
plot of The Tempest and help to 
demystify and make Shakespeare 
accessible. 

 

Topic: Missing. 
 
Knowledge: 
This unit continues to develop skills 
and techniques learnt so far. The 
overall objective is to allow students to 
see how an audience can be affected by 
real issues and to challenge pupils to 
find ways of sensitively making use of 
this for effective drama. The learning is 
in the context of a missing girl whose 
whereabouts are never explained. 
The units aims are to learn to 
empathise with other people. To 
understand that planning any drama 
involves thinking about affecting the 
audience. Students will discover how 
an audience needs to connect with 
characters in order to be affected by 
them. Students will begin to develop an 
understanding of how to choose the 
strongest story for the most powerful 
effect. 
 
Skills 
 Rehearsed improvisation and 
narration form the basis of the skills 
being developed. 

N.A. Summer 
Term 

Topic: Component 1 and 2. 
 
Knowledge:  
Develop skills and techniques for 
performance. Continue to develop 
physical, vocal and interpretative skills 
through workshops and classroom 
based research. 
 
Skills:  
Participate in rehearsal practices, 
continuing the development of skills 
and techniques with reference to 
Teechers, Blood Brothers and Too 
Much Punch for Judy. Learn dialogue, 
blocking and stage directions. 
Experiment with styles skills and 
techniques. 
 
AOs: Learning Aims A, B and C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 
4 

Topic: Special Powers 
 
Knowledge: 

Topic: Look in the Mirror. 
 
Knowledge: 

N.A.  



This unit is an invitation to pupils to 
imagine themselves with a special 
power and, through drama and story, 
to explore the implications and 
responsibilities of living with such an 
extraordinary gift. By examining all the 
possibilities, pupils will begin to 
understand what it means to be special, 
for the self and the community. In the 
context of special powers, pupils will 
work toward becoming a community as 
they explore the theme through name 
games, role-playing, rehearsed and 
spontaneous improvisation and 
storytelling. Special powers is a 
metaphor for being different and 
celebrating that and being kind and 
accepting of each other. 
 
Skills: 
Pupils will learn how to create 
authentic roles and interact in role with 
others. They will practice role play in a 
variety of contexts and groupings. 
Pupils will interpret a story using a 
variety of drama strategies and use 
these strategies to understand the use 
of symbol and metaphor in drama work 
and story. Pupils will use drama terms 
and language to analyse and evaluate 
the drama they have created. 
 
  

This theme invites students to gaze into 
mirrors, look through the window and 
open doors to consider who they are 
and who they are becoming. Growing 
into adulthood is a challenging journey. 
This drama provides opportunities for 
pupils to see their ‘reflections’ with 
more purpose and clarity. 
Pupils will explore issues connected to 
the world of adolescence, such as, 
alienation and peer relationships. They 
will use drama strategies that help 
them understand those who are 
marginalized inside and outside the 
school community. Pupils will make 
critical and thoughtful connections 
between fictional and real life 
situations. 
 
Skills: 
We will use objects in symbolic and 
theatrical ways to understand the 
behaviours and emotions of a 
character. 
Pupils will practise the skills of using 
props and set to convey information to 
an audience. 
Still images will be revisited and used 
in a variety of ways. We will develop 
skills of interpretation of text, scene 
building and performance using script 
extracts. 
 

    


