
 

Curriculum Overview Document  
Drama 

 
Our whole School curriculum intent believes: 
 
Our aim at Hadley Learning Community is to provide an excellent education for all our students; an education which brings out the best in all of them and 
prepares them for success in life. 
 
Our curriculum is designed to provide children with the core knowledge they need for success in education and later life, to maximise their cognitive 
development, to develop the whole person and the talents of the individual and to allow all children to become active and economically self-sufficient 
citizens. By drawing on the best that’s been thought, said and done in each subject, alongside the promotion of our local environment, we hope that our 
curriculum at Hadley Learning Community enables children to appreciate and participate in the full richness of the human experience. Subjects work 
together to identify knowledge, thematic and skills-based links between their disciplines and exploiting those through careful joint planning will enable 
students to make connections that will help them to understand the world around them and their place in it. 
 
Within that framework, each subject must consider our core values and as a result needs to embed activities that promote our community alongside our 5 
key words: Belong, Respect, Inspire, Succeed and Enjoy 
 
Our intention for our curriculum is: 
 
Performing Arts are at the heart of HLC’s ethos with all students studying Dance, Drama & Music at KS3. We are incredibly proud of our students who we 
nurture to achieve their personal best in all three disciplines. The Performing Arts Team seek to inspire a love for the Arts and capture the imagination of our 
students by introducing them to a rich diet of culture and diverse traditions, whilst developing confident and caring individuals who are equipped to deal with 
the world in which we live. Our students enjoy learning through practical activities which encompass a wide range of dance, acting and musical styles. They 
learn creative ways to express themselves and will use their senses, perceptions, feelings and values to communicate ideas, emotions and experiences. 
Development of critical faculties enables them to effectively evaluate their own work and that of others. Through a safe and respectful environment, students 
learn to trust their ideas and abilities and grow in confidence whilst honing teamwork and cooperation skills. Through the study of specific skills and 
techniques, students will develop their resilience, self-discipline, health and wellbeing in order to overcome challenges and learn how to present themselves 
going into real life situations. All students are encouraged to develop their skills further through our extensive range of enrichment activities, including 
instrumental lessons, which provide numerous opportunities for students of all abilities to perform in a range of events. Students with a talent and passion for 
our subjects are pushed to perform at the highest level. We ensure to provide professional opportunities and experiences which will prepare them for further 
study and a potential career in the industry.  
 
 



Linking our curriculum intention to our local community: 
 
Students in all years are given the opportunity to experience and take part in performances at a range of venues in the local community and beyond. 
 

• Hadley – HLC Vocal Group perform at the Hadley Church Concert alongside the Shropshire Male Voice choir. 

• Oakengates Theatre – Students perform the school musical production, Dance Fest and take part in other Music and Dance Festivals. 

• Shrewsbury – Students perform at Theatre Severn including at the School Shakespeare Festival. 

• Wolverhampton – Students attend theatre productions at Wolverhampton Grand. 

• Birmingham – HLC musicians perform and undertake workshops at the Royal Conservatoire with whom we have a partnership. We also attend 
shows at the Rep & The Alex. 

• We work collaboratively with other schools in the Learning Community Trust to provide further professional workshops and performances. 
 

Wider opportunities. 

• We also like to introduce our students to the bigger Performing Arts picture with our annual residential trip to London where students see two West 
End Shows and take part in workshops with professional cast members. 

• Our G & T dancers perform in the ‘Great Big Dance Off’ a national schools’ dance competition where we perform at a regional f inal and have always 

been successful in proceeding to the national final which takes place in various venues across the country. 

 

 

Implementation  

The curriculum is delivered primarily through practical activity with key concepts and theory being linked to skill  development. Topics are chosen with the 
intent to engage all students and introduce a wide and varied diet of cultures and traditions whilst enabling them to explore the knowledge and skills that 
underpin these subjects. Each year schemes of work revisit essential previous knowledge & skills in greater depth, at a higher level or through different 
genres or traditions, helping student to embed key concepts into their long-term memory and to develop transferable skills. Students are encouraged to 
share and discuss their work regularly with occasional more formal assessments taking place in order to instil confidence in performance. 
 

 

Year 7 Curriculum implementation 

The Performing Arts department aims to inspire a love for the Performing Arts and to appreciate their relevance in today’s society. An 
ethos of appreciation and respect will be established alongside effective routines to support skill development. Students will be 

introduced to key vocabulary and apply it to practical tasks. Focus will be on participation, enjoyment and sharing whilst 
understanding the foundations on which each discipline is built. In Drama students are introduced to key drama techniques whilst 



using rehearsed improvisation, spontaneous improvisation and script work. Students become familiar with working in the theatre and 
performing to their peers every lesson. Students have opportunity to use the lighting rig and sound system. 
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End of Unit 

Assessment 
2 End of Unit 

Assessment 
3 End of Unit 

Assessment 

4 End of Unit 

Assessment 

An Introduction to Drama - The Haunted 

School. 

This unit is aimed at Year 7 pupils with, 

perhaps little experience of Drama. It 

introduces students to the nature of 

Drama. This happens in the context of 

young people exploring the issue of 

bullying; identifying what may be done to 

help overcome it. 

The unit follows a simple narrative set in 

a fictional school, ‘a school filled with 

fear’. This drama works in metaphor. A 

haunted school safely allows us to look at 

the issue of bullying.  

Pupils are introduced to frozen images, 

thought tracking, improvisation, hot-

seating along with teacher-in-role, which 

are key techniques that form the basis of 

development in drama and will be 

revisited next year. 

Pupils will perform every lesson and have 

the opportunity to bring in costume and 

use the lighting rig and sound system to 

Status. 

Status is a fundamental concept in 

drama, whether as a tool to analyse 

scenes shown or texts studied, or to 

apply to character development and 

relationships in devised work. 

Therefore, the ability to understand and 

apply the concept of status, both in 

making and evaluating the drama is a 

key skill. 

Also crucial is the cluster of skills which 

underpin effective spontaneous 

improvisation: offering and accepting 

ideas, endowing, building on rather 

than blocking others’ creativity and 

allowing the pupils own words to flow 

without self-consciousness or fear.  

Pupils are encouraged to draw on their 

own experiences so far of drama. 

The activities in this unit require a 

certain level of group cohesion, mutual 

support and individual experience. 

Working onwards and outwards this 
unit allows students to articulate their 

The Tempest. 

During this unit pupils explore various 

themes such as colonisation, over-

protective parents and prejudice based 

on a person’s appearance.  Using 

techniques learned in the past two units 

and introducing the new technique of 

theatrical convention pupils can explore 

these themes in depth and create 

sophisticated performances. 

Pupils will learn to recognise the 

importance of effective dramatic 

structure, both in making and 

responding to the drama. 

Pupils will consolidate their ability to 

apply and appraise spontaneous 

improvisation, suspension of disbelief, 

thought tracking, empathy, frozen 

images and whole group images. Pupils 

will deepen their ability to use space, 

movement and sound to communicate 

meaning. 

Pupils will explore and understand the 

plot of The Tempest and help to 

Special powers. 
 
This unit is an invitation to pupils to 
imagine themselves with a special 
power and, through drama and story, to 
explore the implications and 
responsibilities of living with such an 
extraordinary gift. By examining all the 
possibilities, pupils will begin to 
understand what it means to be special, 
for the self and the community. In the 
context of special powers, pupils will 
work toward becoming a community as 
they explore the theme through name 
games, role-playing, rehearsed and 
spontaneous improvisation and story 
telling. Special powers is a metaphor for 
being different and celebrating that and 
being kind and accepting of each other. 
 
Pupils will learn how to create authentic 
roles and interact in role with others. 
They will practice role play in a variety 
of contexts and groupings. Pupils will 
interpret a story using a variety of 
drama strategies and use these 
strategies to understand the use of 
symbol and metaphor in drama work 
and story. Pupils will use drama terms 



introduce them to the technical aspect of 

Drama.  

 

perception of their place in the word 
while making connections beyond their 
immediate experience.  

demystify and make Shakespeare 

accessible. 

 

and language to analyse and evaluate 
the drama they have created. 
 
  

 

Year 8 Curriculum implementation 
 

In year 8 students revisit the concepts and skills introduced in year 7 which they then apply to a new selection of cultural material. There is greater focus on technique and 
interpretive skills whilst continuing to develop and nurture a passion for The Arts. 

 

1 End of Unit 

Assessment 
2 End of Unit 

Assessment 
3 

 

End of Unit 

Assessment 

4 End of Unit 

Assessment 

Identity. 
Students now have a years’ experience 
of drama, creating stories, characters 
and performing.  The overall objective 
of this unit is to have the pupils 
understand how an audience can be 
hooked by both story and character, 
capturing their interest and 
imaginations from the beginning. This 
skill to entertain and be aware of the 
audience’s enjoyment and not just the 
performer’s enjoyment is crucial to 
future exam success at KS4. 
The story evolves every lesson and a 
sense of mystery and excitement 
develops. It is very important that the 
pupils really enjoy this unit in order to 
maintain their love of drama going into 
Year 8. 

The Bully Dance. 
This theme helps pupils to grow as 
caring citizens of the world. Working 
around the areas of the bully, the 
bullied and the bystander using poems, 
scripts and stories will enable pupils to 
empathize and see alternative ways of 
behaving and responding. Through 
drama work they will explore the 
complexities of trusting, negotiating, 
problem solving, cooperating and 
working with others. 
The Bully Dance will help pupils to 
understand why people bully and how 
they may stop. We will build an 
understanding of a target’s perspective 
by taking a role that promotes empathy. 
Pupils will consider strategies for 
dealing more effectively with bullies. 
We will explore issues using scripts, 

Missing. 
This unit continues to develop skills and 
techniques learnt so far. The overall 
objective is to allow students to see how 
an audience can be affected by real 
issues and to challenge pupils to find 
ways of sensitively making use of this for 
effective drama. The learning is in the 
context of a missing girl whose 
whereabouts are never explained. 
The units aims are to learn to empathise 
with other people. To understand that 
planning any drama involves thinking 
about affecting the audience. Students 
will discover how an audience needs to 
connect with characters in order to be 
affected by them. Students will begin to 
develop an understanding of how to 
choose the strongest story for the most 
powerful effect.  

Look in the Mirror. 
This theme invites students to gaze into 
mirrors, look through the window and 
open doors to consider who they are 
and who they are becoming. Growing 
into adulthood is a challenging journey. 
This drama provides opportunities for 
pupils to see their ‘reflections’ with 
more purpose and clarity. 
Pupils will explore issues connected to 
the world of adolescence, such as, 
alienation and peer relationships. They 
will use drama strategies that help them 
understand those who are marginalized 
inside and outside the school 
community. Pupils will make critical and 
thoughtful connections between 
fictional and real-life situations. 
We will use objects in symbolic and 
theatrical ways to understand the 



This unit looks at how a person learns to 
understand those around them and not 
take them for granted. The unit then 
looks at how people learn to trust again. 
Although the final revelation is 
fantastical in the extreme, it is balanced 
by an emotional core which allows 
students to reflect on the question of 
family. 

poetry and novel extracts. Pupils will 
explore techniques for rehearsing and 
presenting choral dramatization with 
poetry.  
 
 

Rehearsed improvisation and narration 
form the basis of the skills being 
developed. 

behaviours and emotions of a 
character. 
Pupils will practise the skills of using 
props and set to convey information to 
an audience. 
Still images will be revisited and used in 
a variety of ways. We will develop skills 
of interpretation of text, scene building 
and performance using script extracts. 
 

 

 

 

In Year 9 students revisit the concepts and skills introduced in Years  7 and 8 which they then apply to a new selection of stumuli. There is greater focus on 
technique and interpretive skills, designed to equip the students with the necessary tools to undertake a Performing Arts subject at KS4.  
 

1 End of Unit Assessment 2 End of Unit Assessment 

  

Topic: Drama Skills and Techniques Progression. 

 

Knowledge: 

Stand-alone sessions focussing on a different topic each week adding 

and revisiting drama techniques and building self-confidence and 

resilience.  

Topics include- The News, Seven Deadly Sins, Fairy Tales, Morality 

Stories, 7word scripts. From Page to Stage 

 

Topic: An Introduction to Stanislavski. 

 

Knowledge 

Students will cover the salient points that Stanislavski made in his many 

books and studio experiments. They will cover the main areas of The 

System in a logical form so that they may be easily followed and 

understood by students and to explore them in purely practical terms so 

that each theory of The System is tested through practice. As Stanislavski 

is referred to as the ‘father of modern theatre’ with nearly all other 

practitioners using him as a starting point this is excellent groundwork for 

those students who continue to study Drama at KS4. 



Skills: Devising, improvisation, presentation, staging, blocking, analysis, 

group work, projection, gesture, directing, responding to a stimulus, 

characterisation, performance. Frozen image, hot seating, narration. 

 

Physical Theatre- Goldilocks 

 

Knowledge: 

To understand the foundations of Physical Theatre and apply these 

techniques in Performance. 

 

Skills: 

Performance, devising, teamwork, vocal work, audience intentions, 

comedy. 

 

NC Links: Preparation for Btec Tech Award Performing Arts. 

 

 

Skills: 

We will explore Stanislavski’s System by starting with creating our own 

Silent Movie, focussing on melodrama and the difference between a 

stereotypical character and a real life/ naturalistic character. 

Improvisation to develop imagination. 

Understanding the Magic If and Given Circumstances. 

Concentration and Circles of Attention. 

Speech Versatility and Control. 

Communication. 

Vocal Communication- Subtext. 

Tempo-Rhythm. 

 

   

 

Year 10 Curriculum implementation. 
In Year 10 students in Drama embark on the BTEC Level 1 and 2 Award in Performing Arts with a Drama approach. BTECs are vocationally related qualifications, where 
learners develop knowledge and understanding by applying their learning and practical skills in a work-related context. Additionally, they are popular and effective 
because they encourage learners to take responsibility for their own learning and to develop skills that are essential for the modern-day workplace. These skills include 
teamwork, working from a prescribed brief, working to deadlines and presenting information effectively. These qualifications open doors to progression into further 
study. 
Students must complete three components of work each worth a % of the final grade.  
 
Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts - 30%. Students will develop their understanding of the performing arts by examining practitioners’ work 
and the processes used to create performance. 



Component 2: Developing skills and techniques in the Performing Arts- 30%. Students will develop their performing arts skills and techniques through the reproduction 
of performance repertoire. 
Component 3: Performing to a Brief- 40%. Students will be given the opportunity to work as part of a group to create a workshop performance 
in response to a given brief and stimulus. 

 
In Year 10 students work on component 1 and 2.  These components run alongside each other as they link very closely together. In component 1 students are introduced 
to a range of professional works across the discipline of Drama through theory based and practical lessons. To gain a deeper understanding of the style and playwright, 
students explore the approaches practically and learn set repertoire which can then also be used in Component 2 to create group pieces for performance. Working in this 
way means that students are inevitably developing their physical, interpretative and stylistic skills and techniques, through learning and reproducing sequences from set 
repertoire, which is the focus of Component 2. 
 

1 

 

2 3 

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts- students 
will develop their understanding of Drama by examining 
the work of existing practitioners and the processes used 
to create performance. 
 
Students are required to develop knowledge and 
understanding of a range of performance styles. This half 
term students study the play ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy 
Russell. This play with music explores powerful themes 
and issues and helps to develop understanding of 
characterisation, performance and staging. We study this 
set work first as the style of the piece is modern and 
relevant which engages students and builds on students 
experiences of this style in prior units.  
 
Students explore the work both practically and 
theoretically to gain a clear understanding of how Willy 
Russell created the piece and to experience the power of 
the theatre to have an emotional impact on the 

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts-  
Component 2: Developing skills and techniques in the 
Performing Arts- 
 
This is a continuation of the first term, but students 
study their 3rd professional work in a contrasting 
style. This is because students have to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of a range of 
performance styles. We focus on ensemble theatre 
and comedy this term, building on from experiences 
and skills developed in year 9. 
 
Students continue their appreciation of both Blood 
Brothers and Too Much Punch for Judy. 
 
Students study their final set work and the work of 
John Godber focussing on the comedy ‘Teechers’. 
We explore Godber’s plays as they are very much in 
contrast in style to our previous set works, thereby 

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts- 
Component 2: Developing skills and techniques in the 
Performing Arts- 
 
Students continue their appreciation of ‘ Teechers’ 
both practically and in theory lessons. 
 
Component 2: Developing skills and techniques in the 
Performing Arts-  
 
Having developed skills in a range of performance 
styles, students now focus on Learning aim B of this 
component (application of skills in rehearsal and 
performance) through replicating a piece of 
professional rep and working towards a performance 
of these skills in a chosen style.  Our annual 
Performing Arts Showcase offers a platform for this 
performance and provides a vocational focus for our 
students to work towards.  



audience. To fully appreciate working in the style of this 
play, students experience a live performance which takes 
the piece from page to stage and deepens their 
understanding. 
 
This helps them understand life as an actor working for a 
professional company, the roles and responsibilities 
involved and being part of the process of putting on a 
show. 
During this term we introduce our second text ‘Too Much 
Punch for Judy’ by Mark Wheeller, this is very much in 
contrast to Blood Brothers and is Verbatim theatre in 
style, based on a true story. We will enrich the students 
understanding by a workshop run by a professional 
director. 

exposed students to a wide range of theatre to 
develop and deepen their experience. Students are 
more familiar with physical and interpretative skills 
and can transfer this knowledge in developing their 
technique in another style. 
 
This challenges students to develop a higher level of 
technical proficiency and appreciate the importance 
of those skills needed to work in the profession. 
Monitoring of progress through self-evaluation 
continues to support the work needed in 
Component 2. 
 

 
Students have to review their targets for 
improvement at specific milestones throughout this 
process and record their progress. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1 End of Component 1 & 2 

Assessment 
2 Component 3 Exam 3 Final Grades submitted 

to board 

In theory lessons students will be completing their 
coursework for Component 1 and 2. This will involve 
students working through set tasks to ensure they 
have provided the relevant evidence to achieve the 
grading criteria. In both their research journal for 
Comp 1 and their acting log for comp 2. 
 
Practical lessons will focus on devising skills in 
preparation for Component 3. Students will revisit the 
various styles and techniques they have been exploring 
in preparation for implementing them during 
Component 3.  Students will have the opportunity to 
work with different members of the group to work out 

  



which combinations are the most effective in terms of 
group dynamic, skills and experiences. 
Students will have the opportunity to work through a 
Mock exam to prepare them for the release of the set 
task from the exam board in January. During the mock 
exam, students will be supported through the process 
by their teacher. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Personal Development within our curriculum 

Personal Development  
 

Participation and involvement are at the heart of our curriculum with our schemes being designed to engage students of all tastes and abilities. 
Through the discipline of learning a specific skill, such as learning to play a musical instrument or studying a dance style, we aim to develop our 
students’ resilience. We frequently share our work through performance, helping to build self-esteem and confidence. Students respect each 
other’s work and learn to give supportive, developmental feedback. The Performing Arts and particularly Drama also helps students to develop 
personal presentation skills which can equip them for a variety of situations in the future. 
Through Dance lessons, taking part in physical activity and a healthy lifestyle are promoted. 
In Drama, schemes such as Identity, Haunted School and Missing give opportunities for students to explore and reflect on their own character 
and opinions. 
We keep up to date with our local post 16 providers in order to give students who wish to continue their studies relevant advice. 
All of our KS4 courses explore the Performing Arts Industry, making students aware of the range of jobs available and the qualifications and skills 
required. 

 


