
Nursery                    Spring 2 Medium Term Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Week 4 
   What do plants need to grow? 
 

     Key Text: Planting a Rainbow (Lois Ehlert) 
 
 

Communication and Language: Using key vocabulary to talk about how 
we care for plants. Answering ‘why’ questions. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Working and playing as 
part of a team – small group activities e.g. moving large objects together. 
Physical Development: Develop an understanding of how we can be 
healthy e.g food, drink, exercise and washing. 
Literacy: Phonics /m/. Labelling our plants and food. 
Mathematics: Extending and creating repeating patterns with food and 
plants. Looking for patterns around us e.g. spotty, stripy, has blobs etc 
Understanding the World: Looking at the key features of a plant life cycle 
and how we look after our environment.  
Expressive Arts and Design: Mixing colours to create new plant colours. 
Outdoor Learning: Comparing plants and trees in the forest. Using 
magnifying glasses to look at their features.  
STEM: Making plant shapes with playdough and matchsticks.  

 

Week 6 
How do people celebrate Easter? 

                
                        Key Text: The Story of Easter (Fiona Boon) 

 
 

Communication and Language: Talking about our experiences of Easter – 
having a conversation, sharing a point of view. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Sharing our experiences of 
home and celebrations in our community. 
Physical Development: Team games with a ball, focussing on balance and 
movement.   
Literacy: Identifying sounds covered in words. Card writing. 
Mathematics: Making different shaped eggs, are our eggs round, pointy, 
straight etc? 
Understanding the World: Creating eggs using a range of materials.  
Expressive Arts and Design: Detailed drawings of ourselves and things we 
have seen. Focussing on shape and features. 
Outdoor Learning: Using wool and string to make crosses and other shapes 
with sticks. 
STEM: Using shape viewers to find shapes in the environment.  

 
 

 
 

Week 5 
   What happens to a tadpole?              

      
       Key Text: The Teeny Weeny Tadpole (Sheridan Cain) 

 
 
 

Communication and Language: Following instructions and talking about what 
we will do next. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Engaging with others outside of 
our nursery room. 
Physical Development: Climbing up, over and through large equipment. Focus 
on balance and feet position – alternate feet. 
Literacy: Phonics /d/. Grouping objects by initial sound. 
Mathematics: Using positional language such as on top, behind, in front of. 
Understanding the World: Exploring how things work- water powered toys, 
electrical toys etc.  
Expressive Arts and Design: Singing songs – focussing on pitch (matching 
pitch of another person) and melodic shape (moving melody - up and down) 
of songs. Making up songs.  
Outdoor Learning: Hiding in different places and describing position.  
STEM: Finding objects heavier or lighter than a frog. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2 Starting Point: We will begin the half term by 
looking at and naming different animals focussing on key 
vocabulary to describe their appearance based on our own 
experiences. We will then provide children with opportunities 
to talk about themselves and what they observe.  

Week 2 
                        How have you changed since you were born? 

 
                Key Text: Little Why (Jonny Lambert) 

 
 
 
 

Communication and Language: Telling a story based on own 
experiences. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Talking about 
how we and others feel. 
Physical Development: Showing what we can now do e.g 
putting coat on, washing and drying hands, using a knife to 
cut with and a fork to eat with. 
Literacy: Phonics /i/. Writing our name on pictures of what we 
can do now. Making lists. 
Mathematics: Linking numerals to amounts and writing 
numbers. Talking about our route to nursery. 
Understanding the World: Sharing our own life story. 
Expressive Arts and Design: Showing emotions through playing 
instruments and drawing.  
Outdoor Learning: Finding branches/trees/bushes that are the 
same height as us. Finding amounts of objects. 
STEM: Dancing worms experiment.  

Week 1 
How are animals the same or different?   

 
Key Text: Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? (Bill Martin Jr.) 

 
 
 
 

Communication and Language: Using longer sentences to describe what we see e.g. I see a big brown bear in the 
forest. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Sharing resources and taking turns. 
Physical Development: Moving like different animals, focus on dance and remember a sequence. 
Literacy: Phonics s/a/t/p recap. Writing initial letters for animal names. 
Mathematics: Counting objects, animals, people etc and showing amounts on fingers. 
Understanding the World: Looking at the different countries that animals live in.  
Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring texture and using to create different animals.  
Outdoor Learning: Making and finding different animal footprints. 
STEM: How many drops of paint or objects to fill a spot? 

Week 3 
            \           What could you find at the top of a beanstalk? 

 
               Key Text: Jack and the Beanstalk (Mara Alperin) 

 
 

 
Communication and Language: Talk about what has happened in the 
stories we hear. 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Finding solutions to 
problems or conflicts e.g. how could Jack make the giant happy 
again?  
Physical Development: Choosing the right tools to build, dig, cut and 
poke with. 
Literacy: Phonics /n/. Clapping out syllables for names and key 
words. 
Mathematics: Comparing objects by height, weight, size and 
capacity.  
Understanding the World: Planting seeds and learning about what 
they need to grow. 
Expressive Arts and Design: Creating stories using small world 
resources and making props to support these. 
Outdoor Learning: Climbing beanstalks (trees) safely. 
STEM: Building towers taller than ourselves. 

Growing, Growing, 
Growing. 


